APBA HONOR SQUADRON
The Honor Squadron of the American Power Boat Association, the highest of APBA’s award programs, recognizes outstanding individuals who have made distinguished contributions to the sport of power boat racing.

The program was established in 1953 as a feature of the Association’s fiftieth anniversary celebration. A special committee set up guidelines for selecting inductees, and, along with several prominent boating journalists, chose ten charter members from among participants from APBA’s first 39 years. Council later limited the number of members selected annually to three, with special approval required for additional selections. Currently, over 100 outstanding men and women compose the Squadron.

Participants from all areas of the sport are considered for membership. Drivers, owners, designers, builders, and engineers, as well as organizers and officials, may be selected. Inductees receive certificates presented at the Association’s Annual Meeting.

APBA Honor Squadron Members
1953— (Charter Members)
Adolph Apel - Refinements of the early three-point suspension designed by Apel have resulted in the dazzling speeds displayed by today’s modern hydroplane in all racing classes.
J. Stuart Blacton - Winner of the 1914 Gold Cup with Baby Speed Demon II, Blackton built six separate boats for international competition in the Harmsworth Trophy races.
Charles F. (Chap) Chapman labored unstintingly with other farsighted officials in behalf of orderly administration and standardized rules for the sport of boat racing. 
Jack Cooper- Always noted for his skill and determination, “Pop” was the undisputed dean of Inboard hydro drivers when fatally injured driving Tops III in 1948.  
W. D. Edenburn - For many years until his death, Eddie was the spark plug behind the successful Gold Cup and Harmsworth races that focused world attention on Detroit. 
Harry Greening - An eminent Canadian sportsman, Harry is well remembered for the endurance records he set with Rainbow III.
Fred Jacoby, Jr. - Outstanding member of the Jacoby racing family, he was a top competitor in Outboard racing and was described by one selector as the word’s greatest Outboard driver. 
George Reis - At the wheel of his own El Lagarto, George won the Gold Cup in 1933-34-35 and held the record for total Gold Cup wins by any one owner-driver.   
Chris Smith - Among the famous boats designed or built by this master craftsman of the 1920s was the Miss America speedsters raced so successfully by Gar Wood.
Gar Wood - From 1920 to 1933, this world-famous driver with his various Miss Americas completely dominated the international competition for the Harmsworth Trophy.
1954—
Ole Evinrude - As a pioneer in the outboard motor industry, he is credited with having done more than any individual to win acceptance for this type of power plant.
George H. Townsend - A retired Gold Cup racer who did much to foster international competition in the United States for Inboards and Outboards.
J.S.Y. Tyson - An outstanding official who was responsible for much progress in the development of rules, timing procedures and officiating practices.
1955—
William Edgar John - Associated with APBA for over 40 years as owner, driver and official, Bill John spearheaded the drive to bring back to APBA Predicted Log Cruiser racing. Due to his untiring efforts this activity grew to national eminence. 
Paul B. Sawyer, Jr. - As an outboard driver in the 1930s, Paul Sawyer dominated the amateur ranks in four classes for years, winning every major trophy as well as the Intercollegiate Championship.  He was the first driver of a limited class Inboard to break the 100 MPH mark.  Sawyer’s acclaim in international competition brought credit to the APBA.
Stanley S. Sayres - As owner and driver of the Slo-Mo-Shun IV, Stan Sayres brought back to the U.S. the Unlimited World Record (160.323 MPH, later raising it to 178.497 MPH, a longstanding World Record for propeller-driven boats).  He won the Gold Cup for five consecutive years with his Slo-Mo-Shun IV and Slo-Mo-Shun V.
1956—
Sir Malcolm Campbell - One of England’s most famed motorboat pilots who established many one-mile world water speed records.  His 1939 speed of 141.74 MPH on Lake Coniston, England stood for 11 years.  His son Donald held the one-mile record of 225.63 with his jet-propelled Bluebird.
W. Melvin Crook - Although best known as a race official, especially in the Unlimited class, during the 1930s he won three American Speedboat Championships as driver of Betty V.  He served as Inboard Vice President in 1952-53 and as chairman of seven APBA Standing and Technical committees, in addition to being a Council member.
Fred (Pop) Jacoby – During the 1920s and 1930s Pop was the builder of some of the fastest racing Outboard boats in the United States.  Father of Fred, Jr. and Emile, both famed Outboard drivers.  Fred, Jr., who was named to the Honor Squadron in 1953, accepted the award for his father.
1957—
Charles P. (Chap) Hanley - Chap Hanley’s association with power boat racing dates back to the organization of the Mississippi Valley Power Boat Association, which formulated many of the rules currently used by APBA.  As an outstanding driver of many of the country’s fastest hydroplanes and as an active official, his knowledge of the sport was invaluable to APBA.
Fred Horenburger - Since the early days of powerboat racing, Fred Horenburger gave unsparingly of his time and effort to develop the sport.  He was active in setting up the Predicted Log system for Cruiser racing and was closely associated with powerboat events as a timer.
Jack Maypole - Son of an early outstanding U.S. Outboard driver, Jack Maypole has been a prominent name in outboard racing since the 1930s.  He gave notice of his capabilities as a driver by winning the George H. Townsend Medal in 1932.  Since then he competed in Outboard regattas throughout the U.S. and figured prominently in the record books, having held countless class records for both five-mile competition and mile straightaway.
1958— 
Ted O. Jones - Outstanding designer of racing motorboats whose radical Slo-Mo-Shun IV brought the world water speed record back to the U.S. in 1950.  His design revolutionized Unlimited Hydroplane construction, and has been the pattern for nearly every successful Unlimited since that time.  Jones also provided the basic design for the Outboard Hydroplane that brought the world’s Outboard speed record back to the U.S. in 1958 after a lapse of many years.   
George W. Sutton, Jr. - For more than a quarter of a century, George W. Sutton, Jr. worked diligently to bring about worldwide recognition of the American Power Boat Association and its records through liaison with the Union of International Motorboating (U.I.M.) in Brussels, Belgium.  He served as president of APBA from 1935 through 1937 and was instrumental in effecting the region system of governing motor boat racing.  
1959— 
Gibson Bradfield - One of the most colorful and active campaigners in the history of Inboard hydroplane racing.  Bradfield’s Buckeye Baby boats were always in the front ranks, from the heyday of the 91 and 151 ci hydros (late 1920s and ’30s) to the prewar period when the 225 Div. 1 hydros were the most spectacular class nationwide.  A past president of APBA, Bradfield also served as race official at major regattas after he retired from driving.
Bill Cantrell - Winner of the Gold Cup in 1949, Cantrell had competed in more Gold Cup races than any other driver.  Before he became a constant campaigner with the Gale Unlimited racing teams, Cantrell was a longtime winner in the 725 ci hydroplane class and other Limited Inboard classes.
C. Mulford Scull - One of the great Outboard race drivers in the 1930s, after World War II Scull and his Shooting Star race boats were outstanding in the Limited inboard classes.  Scull captured three Class C Hydro National Championships, and died at the wheel of his Inboard hydro in 1953 after almost 30 years of competition coast to coast.
1960— 
John L. Hacker - An internationally known naval architect, closely identified with speed on the water since 1900, Hacker introduced the revolutionary wide stern design.  Over 1,000 boats came from his drawing board.  Hacker was best known for creating some of the fastest race crafts in the country, including the Unlimited hydroplane El Lagarto, winner of the Gold Cup three yrs in a row.
Harold I. Johnson - Designer of propellers that made possible the high speeds that Inboard hydroplanes and runabouts of all classes are achieving.  Johnson introduced the surfacing propeller which, coupled with modern hulls, set new speed records in rapid succession.
1961—
Lou Eppel - raced early Outboards and Inboards; was a member of the Gulf 100 MPH Club; drove K Racing Runabout in the early 1950s. Eppel officiated, refereed, served on several APBA Racing commissions and held various national offices.
Frank Foulke - First interested in boat racing in 1939, Foulke built his first motor and set over 28 records, racing in all Inboard classes.  Member of the Gulf Hall of Fame and the 100 MPH Club, Foulke chaired various Inboard Technical committees, was Inboard Vice President and a member of the Inboard Racing Commission.
Bill Muncey - Winning Inboard and Unlimited driver since 1949, Muncey won the APBA Gold Cup three times, Unlimited High Points (1960-61), and set Unlimited records (1-mile, 192.001 MPH, 1960; 15-mile heat, 112.313 MPH, 1957). A member of the Gulf 100 MPH Club and the Unlimited Racing Commission, Muncey also won the Gulf Gold Cup.
1962— 
Clarence E. Lovejoy - Former boating editor and columnist for the New York Times, ardent yachtsman and guidance counselor, helped popularize Cruiser Predicted Log contests.  He promoted APBA and powerboat racing for over 40 years.  Lovejoy chaired APBA’s Press Advisory and Public Relations committees and served on many other committees.
Joseph Taggart - began racing outboards in 1928, switched to Inboards in 1934 and drove many classes, including Unlimited.  Taggart won the 1953 Gold Cup in Slo-Mo-Shun IV, and set mile and competition records.  His driving skill was matched by many engineering contributions to the sport, including the tail rudder.  He served on various racing commissions and committees and was an Unlimited Referee.
Bud Wiget - participated in more Outboard regattas than most APBA members.  Started racing in 1932, and won many trophies year after year, set over 40 APBA and UIM records, and inspired youngsters to achieve higher goals ever since.  He served on the Outboard Racing Commission (for two years as Vice President), and on the Outboard Technical Committee, among many contributions to the sport.
1963—(In observance of the Association’s 60th anniversary, five members were selected for 1963.) 
Sam L. Griffith - One of the greatest names in open water racing, Griffith created the Gold Coast Marathon in Florida, was a founder of the Orange Bowl Regatta and Pelican Harbor Yacht Club in Miami.  He broke Gar Wood’s 41-year-old record for the Miami-New York run, won the Miami-Nassau race, and was an outstanding sportsman and promoter of international boat racing.
Al Hart - started racing Inboards in 1919, and switched to Outboards in 1929.  Hart became well-known on the West Coast as a marine and aircraft engine specialist.  For over 44 years he served as APBA inspector, scorer, referee, race chairman, racing commissioner, chief measurer, Region 11 Chairman and committee member.
Emile F. Jacoby - Who’s name is synonymous with speed afloat and powerboat racing.  With his brother and father, Fred Jacoby Jr. and Sr., he built and raced the famous Jacoby outboards.  For 30 years Emile served as commodore of the New Jersey Outboard Association and contributed much to intercollegiate outboard meets.  He donated a special medal for outstanding performance in outboard racing.
William A. Smith - A member since 1933 of many legal, insurance and administrative committees, Smith served APBA for over 30 years as Chief Counsel, legal advisor and litigator.  An honorary APBA life member and vice president, Smith held every grade in the U.S. Power Squadrons, was a U.S. Coast Guard auxiliary district commodore, and helped promote fair boat legislation in various states.
Charles F. Thompson - One of the country’s outstanding boat racing drivers, Thompson set records and was a consistent winner in both Outboard and Unlimited classes (driving the Miss Pepsi), and was 1951-52 High Point winner.  He won the President’s Cup four times.  He also served on numerous commissions and committees, and was a member of the Gulf Hall of Fame and the Gulf 100 MPH Club.
1964— 
Sam Crooks - Owner and driver in every outboard hydro class from Midget through C, won numerous records and championships.  He was also a competitor in several limited inboard hydro classes. Sam was largely responsible for keeping the 91 Hydro class alive for many years; held various APBA offices.
Marshall Eldredge – Was a pioneer outboard racer; former holder of many records and championships.  He was also one of outboards all-time great engine specialists; designer and builder of the famed Eldredge Class X engine; APBA official at many regattas.
Rich Hallett - Longtime driver in limited inboard racing, winning countless trophies and setting a dozen records; designer and builder of championship boats from 48s through 7 Litres; for over 15 years, his boats permeated the record books.
1965— 
Carl Kiekhaefer provided the power plants to build the Stock Outboard category to the largest in the sport. Sponsored and participated in the effort which brought the world outboard speed record back to the U.S.  Pioneered the surfacing lower unit which is now standard on most outboard racing engines. 
Les Staudacher built the majority of the Unlimited hulls of the postwar era.  His products, some designed and built, others built from others’ designs, included both conventional hydros such as My Sweetie and Miss Pepsi as well as prop-riding three-pointers including the world’s fastest propeller-driven craft.  
Paul Wearly was a dominant figure for nearly 20 years in outboard racing.  As early as 1939 he ranked third in High Points behind Clint Ferguson and Fred Jacoby.  In 1950 he won the Class A Hydro national championship; two years later he became Class C national champ in addition to winning the John Ward Trophy race.
1966—
Ron Musson - One of the most successful race drivers in history, he lost his life while contending for his familiar first place.  From 1952-58, competing in 135, 225, 266 and 7 Litre classes, he won seven national class championships and was high point winner nine times.  In 1959 he moved to Unlimited hydros. His victories included Gold Cup wins (1963-65) and new lap, heat and race records.  He also served as a key member of Gold Cup and Unlimited racing commissions.
E. M. Peatross - was outstanding in powerboat racing, officiating and administration for over 30 years.  A race driver from 1936 to 1950, he later served as Region 4 Chairman for five years, establishing regional organization and efficiency.  He had an enviable reputation as a referee in the best traditions of the sport.  He served as a member of Council, Outboard Vice President, Senior Vice President and APBA President.  He was Honorary Vice President and Honorary Commodore, and received the John W. Mulford Trophy for outstanding contributions to power boat racing.
Charles D. Strang - Starting as a race driver, he devoted over 30 years to official service as measurer and referee, coast to coast, in all racing categories.  He served on Council, on technical committees, racing commissions, and the Safety Commission, where he contributed greatly to the creation of better helmets and jackets.  As APBA President he helped bring the Offshore racing group into APBA.  He is an Honorary Life Member and Honorary Life Commodore.
1967— 
James H. Jost - began as a Stock Outboard driver in 1953.  His greatest contribution to the sport, however, has been in countless official capacities, starting as a regional director in 1954.  From there he advanced to Region Chairman, Deputy Commissioner, Stock Outboard Commissioner and Vice President, APBA Senior VP and President, and Outboard Pleasure Craft Vice President.  He was instrumental in the creation of OPC, as well as promotion of better safety equipment and compulsory insurance for drivers.
Robert Schelling - graduated from a driving career in Outboard Runabouts in the early 1930s to a distinguished official capacity.  In 1937 he was appointed by Council as Manager of Region 13, which he was to organize as the governing body of racing in all of Canada in the ensuing 14 years.  He refereed, including 10 years at the Buffalo Launch Club and two Outboard Nationals.  He served on many APBA committees and commissions, and as Chief Surveyor.
William L. Tenney - raced Outboards extensively starting in 1927, but without major success prior to World War II.  In 1953 he set three competition records in B Hydro, C Hydro & C Racing Runabout in a single regatta at Lakeland FL; and set three mile straightaway records in three classes in one day at McKeesport PA.  In 1954 he won national championships in the above three classes at Pasco WA.  In 1953 Tenney was the first Outboard driver to top a mile-a-minute in competition and held the C Hydro competition record from 1952 until after he retired as a driver in 1958.
1968— 
Marion Beaver - started racing in 1940 in his PODH Eight Ball.  For almost three decades he was a foremost competitor and guiding influence in western powerboat competition.  His boats Eight Ball, and 225 cu. in. hydros Uncle Gummy, Gummy’s Ghost and Awful Gummy, have been in the record books.  He won national and divisional titles and High Point honors, plus over 350 trophies.  In 1946 he was a prime founder of powerboat racing in his hometown of Parker AZ.
F. C. (“Doc”) Moor - His boats held straightaway and competition records in the 48 Hydro class in 1959, and the competition mark in 1962.  He also set the straightaway standards in 91 Hydro in those years and 1964, as well as competition records in the class in 1964 and 1966.  His national championships include those for 48 Hydro in 1957-59, 1962 and 1964; and for 91 Hydro in 1962, ’63, ’64 and ’67.  He chalked up High Point honors in 48s in 1953-54 and 1956-59; and in 91 Hydro in 1962-64 and 1967.
J. Lee Schoenith - An Unlimited hydroplane pilot in the 1950s, he reached the high point of his driving career in 1955 when he steered Gale V to victory in the 1955 APBA Gold Cup race at Seattle.  Before some 50,000 spectators, he topped an 11-boat field, including the formidable Slo-Mo-Shun IV and Miss Thriftway.  Strongly instrumental in the APBA reorganization which created an Unlimited Racing Commission.  For many years he led all Unlimited and Gold Cup officials.  He has been the strongest influence toward converting Unlimited Hydro Racing to a truly professional sports exhibition.
1969— 
Donald L. Guerin - An honored official, Don’s APBA career spanned over 20 years.  He started as Secretary and Treasurer and, later, Chairman, of Region 2.  An early Stock Outboard Deputy Commissioner, later he became a member and finally Chairman of the SORC.  A Council member since 1955, he never missed a meeting in 14 years.  He served two years as APBA President.  During Don’s tenure as Chairman of the Special Events Committee, Outboard Pleasure Craft, Offshore and Drag racing were incorporated into APBA.
Calvert (Skeeter) - Johnson- In 20 years of race driving, Skeeter competed in almost every Inboard hydroplane class and won one or more national championships in almost every class.  Johnson is perhaps best known for his record-setting and championships in the hotly contested 280 class and the extremely fast and dangerous 266 class. Serious injuries from a 266 race in St. Petersburg FL in 1968 sidelined this perennial champion, but he still helped officiate at many Inboard regattas.
Richard McFadyen - commenced racing with a rash of record-setting and championships in Class M Outboards prior to World War II.  The following two decades of APBA officiating included fathering the Stock Outboard racing program, largely through postwar Albany-New York marathons.  As Chairman of the SORC and ORC, McFadyen helped formulate many of the rules still used in both categories.  His engineering and manufacturing talents created many marine accessories still widely used in recreational boating.
1970— 
Albert A. Bauer - For 35 years he was perhaps the most active announcer and referee of APBA races, handling over 300 such events.  He was Region 3 Chairman for some 10 years, APBA Treasurer for several terms and Vice President in 1947-48.  The following year he narrowly missed election to the APBA presidency.  Through officiating and announcing over PA systems, radio and television, he became identified with the sport by thousands of competitors and spectators.
Homer Kincaid - recorded over 40 years of active participation as an Outboard race driver.  He won the Townsend Medal for national High Points in 1965 and 1967, and was national champion in AR, BR, BH, CH, CSH and CSR.  He won the UIM John Ward International Trophy for CH at Bradenton FL in 1962.  He served as Outboard Vice President in 1965, 1966 and 1967.  Possibly his greatest accomplishment was winning first place in every Outboard hydro and runabout class at the Rome IN regatta on July 24, 1960.
Wayne Thompson - Until severely injured while driving his 266 hydro at San Diego in June 1969, he had raced successfully for 28 years.  Starting with championships in his Marauder, he went on to win the 150 class championship many times, set both competition and kilo records for the class, and retired the Pop Cooper Trophy for multiple fastest heat times throughout the years.  He also held the 225 kilo record and was a past national 266 class champion.  Above all, he was known as a true sportsman.
1971— 
Merlyn M. Culver - Starting as a race driver in California in 1929, he drove alky and Stock Outboards, Outboard Pleasure Craft and Inboards throughout the U.S., Canada and Mexico.  In 1946 and ’47 he won the Inboard 135 ci hydro National Championship as well as High Points.  Member of the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame and Gulf 100 MPH Club, Culver was an active referee; served on the Inboard and Stock Outboard Racing commissions and on the APBA Council.  He was also Secretary, Senior Vice President and President of APBA, and Honorary Vice President and Honorary Life Member.
Ray Gassner - Until retiring from race driving in 1967 Ray was considered by many to be the best known sports personality to represent St. Petersburg FL for a quarter of a century.  His racing victories included the Seattle Seafair Trophy race and the Miami Grand Prix.  He was a former 266 hydro national champion and a 7 Litre record-holder.  In his obituary, sportwriter Red Marston wrote, “Honors he took with modesty.  Losses he accepted with dignity.  He never forgot to say thanks.  Ray loved victory but he wasn’t dying to win.”
Gerald Waldman - In over 20 years of driving almost every Alky and Stock Outboard class, Jerry earned almost every honor and was regarded as the drivers’ driver.  He set new records and won one or more national championships almost every year for a generation — all despite two serious accidents that might have ended the career of a less determined competitor.  At the 1971 Outboard Nationals, Waldman won an unprecedented set of titles in A, C, D and F Hydro.
1972— 
Charles F. Grafflin - was known to the current generation of boat racers as one of the busiest referees on the APBA roster.  In that capacity he handled Orange Bowl regattas and national championships for Inboards, Outboards and Outboard Pleasure Craft.  Only veterans of the sport remember Charlie as the riding mechanic and engineering genius of some of the top racing boats of the 1930s.
Dr. Robert Magoon - began a career in ocean racing in 1967, establishing records in both the Inboard and Outboard divisions, with consistency being his hallmark.  Between 1967 and 1969 he started and finished 17 straight races, winning the National Offshore Outboard Championship in 1968, and again in 1970.  He added the Inboard National Offshore Championship in 1971 and 1972. He finished all of the first five Bahama 500 events in third place or better.  In 1971 he finished eight major Offshore events with six firsts, one second and one third.
Joseph Van Blerck, Sr. - was born in Holland in 1876, and came to the U.S. at the age of 24.  After a 10-year association with Henry Ford, he formed the Van Blerck Motor Company, pioneering development and manufacture of high-performance marine engines.  His innovations made Van Blerck engines standard for almost every early hydroplane and racing runabout.  In 1914 he drove the Van Blerck powered Kitty Hawk to a record of 60 MPH.  Through 1925 his power plants propelled boats to victories and records in all of the major boat races.  He was also a pioneer in the design and development of stern drive units and many of his inventions are now standard on marine engines.
1973— 
Henry E. Lauterbach - started designing and driving limited Inboard hydroplanes in 1947.  Since then Lauterbach hulls have won more National and High Point championships than those of any other limited Inboard hydroplane builder.  In the 266 class he won National High Points twice, as well as once each in the 135 and 225 classes.  A member of the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame and an early member of the Gulf 100 MPH Club, he proved his own designs on race courses, not only as a designer/builder but also as a driver.
Bill Seebold, Jr. - started racing at age 11 in the JU class and progressed through the Outboard (Alky) classes, winning his first national title in B Racing Runabout 10 years later.  Since then he added an impressive list of national championships, including three Outboard titles in one day.  Moving into the 7 Litre Inboard class, he won nine of 10 starts.  Then he went to OPC, where he won almost every U.S. marathon, plus many records in enduros and closed course competition.
1974— 
Donald J. Aronow - was twice Offshore World Champion and three times APBA National Champion, as well as holding numerous records in both diesel and gasoline powered craft.  He built most of the ocean racing boats bearing the names of Donzi, Formula, Magnum and the dominant Cigarette Racing Team, which collectively have won ocean races worldwide.  He was awarded the UIM Gold Medal in 1969.
John Valachovic - Starting in 1948 as an owner and driver in Stock Outboard classes, John remained most active in the sport, serving in many official capacities at the local, regional and national levels.  He was APBA’s Chief Measurer form 1963-67, and was awarded the John Mulford Trophy in 1966 for outstanding contributions to North American power boat racing.  He was instrumental in fostering Canadian-American power boat racing.
James R. Wynne - was active as an Offshore competitor in power boat racing from 1946 until his retirement in 1967, holding the World title in 1964 and 1966. He won ocean races worldwide, establishing many records as well as designing most of the outstanding Offshore racing craft bearing internationally recognized names.  He pioneered gas turbine powered craft and held patents on the first commercially successful stern drive.  He also served as a design consultant to many major boat builders incorporating features developed in competition, and was awarded the UIM Gold Medal in 1966.
1975— 
Kay and Fred Hallett - In 1945 Fred, a well-known builder of midget race car engines, built a power plant for a 135 hydro owner who blew the one-mile record almost out of sight.  Since then Kay and Fred were hooked on boat racing.  As a team, they were vital to the sport at the local club, regional and national levels.  They gave unstintingly of their time and efforts as race chairmen and referees, putting on events from the 1951 Stock Outboard Nationals to local club races.  Both served many years on the APBA Council and racing commissions, as well as many technical and regatta management committees.  Their unselfish support of our sport as a team is unequalled in the annals of APBA.
Alton Pierson - earned great respect from all facets of power boat racing.  As a driver, he won national High Point titles in several Inboard hydroplane classes, primarily in the 280 class.  He was a member of the 100 MPH Club and the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame.  Since retiring from racing after serious injuries, he continued to contribute to the sport.  One of Region 4’s most active members, he also served on Council, the Inboard Racing Commission and several technical committees.  As Commodore of the Kent Island Racing Club, he was behind one of the outstanding races in the East.  As one Honor Squadron member put it, “He is a gentleman, a fellow well met, and all who know him consider him a friend.”
1976— 
Walter “Walt” Blankenstein - started in 1949 and soon developed a nationwide reputation for building the fastest outboard motors during one of the most competitive eras of outboard racing. His clientele included most of the outstanding outboard drivers of that time, record holders and national champions.  He was a leader, developing skills and techniques that placed Blankenstein-prepared engines in the lead. At one point, all but one outboard record in the book were established by engines he prepared.
S.E. Sunny Jones - An APBA member since 1949, he was active not only as a driver and holder of several world records and national championships, but also as an official at local, regional and national levels.  A member of the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame and the Gulf 100 MPH Club, his contributions to power boat racing cover a wide spectrum.  As an active competitor, dedicated official and officer of the Association, his input has done much to further the growth of the sport.  He was always willing to assist newcomers to the sport, and his advice and counsel are sought and respected by drivers and officials alike.
Edgar Rose - is one of those responsible for the continuation and growth of the sport of power boat racing.  Since joining APBA in 1950, he has been deeply involved in the thankless hard work of a racing official, from refereeing and inspecting at regattas of all levels, to heading technical committees and serving as member or Chairman of commissions. His activities, while rarely recognized by spectators and even competitors, have been largely responsible for the continuing improvement and safety of all classes of racing.  He is recognized as an extremely strict but extremely fair official.
1977— 
J. Otto Crocker - is synonymous with world-recognized official timing of speed events. In the late 1930s Otto developed the Selenium Metal Light Beam Sensitive Timing Equipment which was used for decades. Crocker speed equipment was used at over 2000 world speed events in all categories, with accuracy up to .001 second.  The equipment Otto developed and constantly improved over the years was not restricted to timing powerboats; the Crocker Timing System could record anything with unquestionable results.  Many felt his advancements were as great a step forward from manually operated stopwatches as Thomas Edison’s electric light was over the kerosene lamp.
R. Allen (“Pappa”) Smith - was associated with outboard racing since 1927 when he set the first of many outboard records.  Not only did Mr. Smith make his mark on APBA in the Bayou Country, he earned a worldwide reputation for his skill in preparing racing motors.  He was probably best known for his propeller wizardry.  Hundreds of drivers in the U.S., South Africa, Australia and Europe won races with Pappa Smith propellers. One who nominated him said, “R. Allen Smith has worked, lived and loved the sport of outboard racing for the past 50 years.”
Rocky Stone - started racing in 1938 and since then garnered innumerable High Points Awards, National Championships and records. Among his major awards are the Hearst Trophy, the George H. Townsend Medal and the Col. Green Round Hill Trophy.  He dominated C Racing Runabout and C Racing Hydro through 1970.  Rocky also drove Stock and in 1955 set the DU 5-mile competition record. Meanwhile, Rocky served on the APBA Outboard Racing Commission, and as an inspector, contributing out of his own pocket to put on the kilo trials and races at Devil’s Lake OR.  A member of the Gulf Racing Hall of Fame, he also received Outboard Magazine’s Silver Prop Award and Yachting Magazine’s All-American Award. He was not only a proven competitor, but a friend and helping hand to many, many newcomers to this great sport.
Ann Strang - likely witnessed and wrote about more power boat races than anyone else. Starting in 1937 she faithfully attended outboard races in the East and Midwest where her son Charlie competed (sometimes even winning).  The Strang family’s interest encompassed practically every category of power boat racing, and Ann and Charlie Strang could be found at races nearly every week. Not content to limit her activities to reporting on races, she sat through endless hours of Council, committee and commission meetings, reporting back via Propeller to the membership.
1978— 
George W. Byers, Jr. - started racing outboards in 1940 and won National awards.  From 1954 to 1962, as owner-driver, he dominated the 7 Litre Inboard hydroplane class, winning five Nationals and establishing numerous World Records.  After a severe injury in 1962, he devoted his skills to the Unlimited class, first as the Drivers’ Representative and, from 1970 on, serving capably as Unlimited Vice President.  He made outstanding contributions not only to the growth of that class but to the entire sport of power boat racing.
Bob Ballinger - An active member of APBA since 1939, he first competed successfully in the 225 class.  He later moved into the 266 class, where he held the World Record for two years.  In addition to competing, he was instrumental in formulating many of the technical rules. After retiring from competition he served the sport in many official capacities at the local, regional and national levels. A member of Council for 18 years, he encouraged and assisted many with the overall goal of improving the sport at all levels.
1979— 
Dick O’Dea - From the time he started racing in 1947 at the age of 14 until retiring in 1969, Dick O’Dea amassed a winning record of four national championships, nine High Point titles and over 500 first place finishes as well as a UIM World Record in A Hydro.  His racing honors include Overall U.S. High Points, Gulf Marine Hall of Fame, Yachting Magazine’s All American Racing Team and Outboard Magazine’s Silver Prop Award.  O’Dea equipment won nine National Championships and established five UIM World Records. He served on the Outboard Racing Commission for 12 years, and chaired the Outboard Technical Committee. Perhaps his greatest contribution is his assistance to the individual, offering total fairness and cooperation.
1980— 
Charles Hornickel - started with APBA in 1951 driving Stock Outboard. After 12 years of competing, Charlie turned to officiating. As Region Stock Outboard Chairman for the next 10 years, he increased the number of Stock races. He served as inspector and referee at the Stock and OPC Nationals. Active at both the regional and national levels, he served on the Stock Outboard and OPC Racing Commissions, including a stint as Stock Outboard Vice President.  As chairman of the first Scoring Committee, Charlie helped formulate the basic system now used nationally. As Region 3 Chairman and member of the Council at Large, Charlie contributed much over the years to the growth and well-being of APBA, and has the respect and admiration of both the Inboard and Outboard factions he served selflessly for over 25 years.
Edward Nabb - participated in practically every aspect of APBA racing since 1936.  Starting as a riding mechanic, Ed rose through the ranks as an owner-driver, National High Point winner, and member of the Gulf Marine Racing Hall of Fame. Ed’s activities, aside from refereeing for 27 years, were mostly behind the scenes, where his legal background and organizational skills helped bring Offshore and Drag racing into the APBA fold. Nabb chaired many important committees, including Insurance, Trophy and International Affairs. As a UIM Vice President for 18 years Ed, along with the other APBA officers, helped greatly in having APBA truly recognized by the international governing body.  In 1970 he became the first American to head a full UIM Commission — the Offshore Commission.
Henry Wagner - started racing in the 1930s; since then his name became synonymous with outboard racing and Region 11.  With fellow Honor Squadron members Al Hart and the Halletts, Hank reorganized Region 11, formulating Region By-Laws in 1950, and officials committee rules in 1965.  These rules, designed to train referees and inspectors, were widely copied by other regions and did much to raise the level of officiating at races nationwide. Hank was C Service Hydro National Champion in 1956 and 1960.  He was elected to the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame in 1964. He served in many capacities at all levels, a perennial member of the Outboard Racing Commission since 1950. A willing and tireless worker, Hank continued to devote his time and skills as referee or inspector at Outboard, Stock Outboard and PRO Nationals. Hank Wagner won the respect of drivers and officials alike, as a definite asset to the sport of power boat racing.
1981— 
Kenneth Harman - was involved with APBA for almost 50 years prior to his death on Feb. 14, 1981.  He served on racing commissions; was a referee, timer, scorer, inspector, time trial representative, and also competed in several hydroplane classes.  He was well-known in North America and abroad as a builder of speed equipment, creating innovations for many small cubic inch hydro classes.  He used his worldwide business travels to tout the virtues of the APBA and the Southern California Speedboat Club, where he served as an officer for 20 years. Harman made many boating friends over the years, and recruited members from Australia and Europe.  Well-known for his excellent disposition, he willingly utilized both his shop and business time to help those in the sport who sought his advice and assistance.
Bernie Little - first encountered Unlimited hydroplanes in 1962, and by 1981 his boats amassed one World Championship, six National Championships, six High Point awards and five APBA Gold Cups. Besides owning and sponsoring Unlimiteds, Little was an outstanding public relations force, making the public conscious of Thunderboat racing via television commercials for his sponsor’s product (Anheuser-Busch/Budweiser).  Little used up some 15 craft over the years, but misfortune only added to his resolve to be the #1 owner/sponsor on the circuit, which he achieved.  Organizing the finest crews and equipment available, his leadership, tenacity and willingness to face countless misfortunes and spend countless thousands of dollars made his famous Miss Budweiser boats favorites at any Unlimited race.
Tony Scartine was an active APBA member since 1955, serving power boat racing on the national, regional and local levels. Scartine developed an early reputation as an owner/driver.  He probably is best known for his work with the Inboard Racing Commission, especially in establishing engine specifications and inspection procedures, with the emphasis on safety.  Scartine brought vigor and sincerity to APBA activities, devoting great time and effort to stabilizing engine rules for the 145cc, 1200cc and 280 classes.  He kept the specs affordable and attainable for the average person striving for the best racing and fair competition.  His work at all levels is well-known to power boat racers throughout the country.
Harold Tolford entered powerboat racing in 1949, competing successfully in both Stock and Outboard categories.  He specialized in C Service Hydro and C Service Runabout, winning six National Championships in Hydro and two in Runabout.  He also won National High Points and set world records.  Elected to the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame three times, Tolford earned membership in the APBA Hall of Champions in 1977.  His knowledge of the sport made him a valuable member of the Stock Outboard and PRO Racing Commissions, as well as chairman of the Outboard Technical Committee.  He served as Region 10 chairman and on the APBA Council.  As a founder in 1961 of the Seattle Outboard Associaton’s Novice School, Tolford assisted new drivers in a program which has helped develop many high-caliber competitors.
1982— 
Dan Arena - dominated Unlimited hydroplane racing for 20 years as a designer and builder while delivering some stunning performances as a driver. He won or placed in every major Unlimited race in the 1940s including the President’s Cup and the National Sweepstakes Regatta. Arena also set a one-mile record of 100.987 MPH in 1940, the first 100-MPH-plus mark for a limited engine displacement boat. Lending his golden touch to Gale, Miss U.S. and Such Crust, Arena designed many of the outstanding Gold Cup class Thunderboats of the 1940s and ’50s.  He was a true innovator in the sport.
Jon Culver - established a reputation in APBA as an outstanding official and officer as well as a competitor.  He entered power boat racing as Crew Chief for his father Merlyn Culver, a fellow Squadron member.  He competed successfully in Stock and Inboard before joining the then-fledgling OPC category and becoming its first Vice President.  He also served as Offshore Chief Inspector.  An ardent supporter of APBA as well as a fine official and dedicated sportsman, Culver’s enthusiasm has brought many others into the sport.
1983— 
Ralph Evinrude - For over 60 years, Ralph Evinrude’s name was synonymous with leadership in the marine industry and with outboard motors. Son of Honor Squadron member Ole Evinrude, he saw the competition potential of the outboard motor and was developed the first outboard engine to exceed 60 MPH.  Evinrude sponsored the motors that set the first outboard record of 114.8 MPH in 1960; then 131.05 MPH in 1966.  He was a powerful force behind the development of the V8 outboard, which held the current record of 144.16 MPH. Sponsoring early outboard races such as the Milwaukee-Chicago Marathon in 1931, Evinrude remained active through his support of engineering for maximum performance and his lifelong personal interest in the outboard motor in general.
Homer Greene, Jr. - As an owner/driver/officiating member since 1963, Greene racked up seven National Championships in the OPC category.  A full-schedule racer, Greene also made noteworthy contributions to the sport, serving the APBA at local, regional and national levels.  He served as APBA Council member, Region 5 Chairman (seven years) and OPC Vice President, as well as on numerous committees.  Greene devoted his time unselfishly for two decades and personally underwrote much of his region’s expenses during his tenure.
Bob Wanamaker - An APBA member since 1952, Bob Wanamaker had wide experience as an owner and driver in both Stock Outboard and Limited Inboard. In addition to competing, Wanamaker served two terms as Region 2 Chairman, as Council member, Inboard Vice President, Senior Vice President and APBA President, as well as on numerous commissions and committees.  He was instrumental in bringing about the original APBA-CBF agreement.  Always a strong promoter of boat racing, Wanamaker continued to devote considerable effort to spreading the story of the sport through various media including literature, motion pictures and television.
1984— 
Randolph “Pep” Hubbell - Noted for his contribution to Professional Racing Outboard, the late Pep Hubbell made available high quality, reasonably priced parts and assemblies from the 1940s-60s.  Hubbell designed and produced parts for class B and C motors, devoting his skills to keeping the “clamp-ons” alive.  His efforts enabled many to keep racing when they otherwise might have lacked the necessary parts.  In fact, other Honor Squadron members may owe some of their success to Hubbell parts.  The fact that the PRO division survives today is in itself a tribute to Pep Hubbell.
1985— 
Glenn Davis - of San Dimas, CA, was involved with all phases of racing from building and driving race boats to officiating, to serving as Region Chairman and Drag Vice President. He worked diligently at local, regional and national levels of APBA during his 35 years in the boat racing fraternity. Since 1958, Davis worked at every race official position (starter, timer, scorer, race chairman and referee) in almost every type of boat racing. During Davis’s five years as Drag Vice President, the rules for Drag racing were formulated and recognized by APBA and UIM.  Davis was Commodore (2 years), Vice Commodore (12 years) and Board member of the Southern California Speedboat Club.
Jack Leek - Since 1941, Jack Leek of Zion IL was deeply involved in APBA outboard racing, from Formula I to Midget alky burners. Starting with Midget Class after WWII, Leek raced in most Stock and Racing Outboard classes. Leek’s technical skills made him the most successful driver of the time, using modified stock outboards from his own shop in several alky classes. His vocation meshed beautifully with the development of super high performance outboard motors. Besides Leek’s racing success, he played a vital part in founding racing organizations in the Northwest.  For over a decade, he also served as an APBA representative to UIM, and on numerous technical committees and racing commissions.
Henry (“Shakey”) Shakeshaft, Jr. - of Bedford, VA, started racing in 1928 in various outboard classes.  In the 1920s and ’30s when outboard drivers were classified amateur (Division I) or Professional (Division II), Shakey campaigned all up and down the East Coast, collecting a remarkable amount of trophies and silverware. He was deeply involved in promoting and participating in short course and marathon events, including the outboard races at Acapulco, Mexico in 1947. Shakey also got into the record books, starting in 1952 and as recently as 1985 with a record in C Service Hydro.
1986— 
Stanton T. Fitts - got his first taste of boat racing when he and his twin brother entered their homemade boat in a Stock Outboard race in 1957.  Since then, Stan has been devoted to the sport on all levels.  He served both as Region 1 Treasurer and Chairman for over 12 years. As APBA Treasurer and longtime member of the Executive Committee, Fitts spearheaded efforts to move APBA forward with its first 5-year plan.  Nationally, he has also served as APBA President, Senior Vice President, Secretary, and on various committees.
Russ Hill, Jr. - began racing in 1937, and his flair for mechanics followed not long after.  Known for strict but fair officiating, he became a well-respected inspector and referee in many categories.  Hill also helped promote many racing events, as a past club commodore and race chairman.  His mechanical skills have created engines that won many records and titles for some of the best drivers in Stock, Alky and OPC for three decades.
Bob Nordskog - For over 30 years, Bob Nordskog accumulated victories both on and off the race course.  Known as the Iron Man of powerboat racing, he had more than 150 major wins to his credit, in everything from Open Class Offshore to tunnel outboard. Nordskog served on numerous APBA committees and commissions, was APBA President and advisor to the president. A member of the International Affairs Committee, he was very effective in strengthening ties with UIM. His concern and hard work in the area of drivers’ safety made him Chairman of the Safety Advisory Subcommittee.
1987— 
Bill Chilcott - of Carmichael, CA, joined APBA in 1961 after two years as a limited Inboard driver. A professional engineer, Chilcott studied racing accidents; and analyzed life jackets, helmets and other racing gear, as well as cockpits and controls. He conducted tests where he reconstructed accidents.  For over 15 years his tests supplied countless data that often refuted longstanding theories.  His goal was to make race boat driving safer without sacrificing speed.  Chilcott’s approaches were discussed at Annual Meetings for many years by drivers, designers, crew chiefs and officials.
Gary Garbrecht - of Lake Hamilton, FL, was interested in boating, racing and high performance since his youth when the lure of the marine industry caught his attention. He used this fascination to earn his living in this field — one of the few sportsmen to successfully combine his vocation with his avocation. Garbrecht’s enthusiasm for the sport and his business enabled him to make many contributions to the sport of powerboat racing.  He devoted much time and money to the development and use of lifesaving devices. If he had an obsession, it was to make racing safer.
Leonard Keller - influenced, assisted and inspired over two generations of boat racers. At the 1934 National Championships in Richmond VA, Keller saw a need for a more precise and reliable water speedometer.  He designed and developed a meter with accuracy to 65 MPH. Serious boat racers in all classes sought them out. From producing speedometers to international acceptance, Keller branched out to design and manufacture a superior, automatic shutoff hand throttle. He was also known for fabricating special parts overnight to remedy critical part failures.  There are countless stories of Keller’s contributions to inexperienced drivers as well as National Champions and record holders.
George Simon - From 1953 through 1976, George Simon and Miss US Unlimited hydroplanes were familiar sights at the APBA Gold Cup and other Unlimited races. His innovative designs first appeared on various Miss US hulls and power plants. Perhaps Simon won his most outstanding honor in 1962 at Guntersville AL. Roy Duby piloted the Miss US I through the one-mile straightaway at an average speed of 200.419 MPH, a new record for a propeller-driven boat. Simon’s pioneering work in hull design won him the 1976 APBA Gold Cup.  In 1963 he won a landmark tax case against the IRS, which validated Unlimited racing as a legitimate business expense.  The decision opened the door for national sponsorship.
1988— 
Rick Sandstrom - started boat racing at the age of 16.  His driving career includes 20 years in B Stock Runabout, B, C and D Hydro, Super-C Outboard Hydro, B Outboard Hydro and several OPC classes. Sandstrom set a world record in Super-C Hydro, and was one of a team of three U.S. drivers to win the rugged 24-hour Rouen, France race in 1977. In 1969 he was elected Commodore of the Seattle Outboard Association.  He served as Region 10 Chairman and APBA Treasurer (1973), Senior Vice President (1975-76) and President (1977-78). Rick also served as APBA representative to UIM, Council Member-at-Large, and Special Events Chairman (1979-82). Under his leadership, a record at Lawrence Lake became a coveted achievement.  In 1982 he served as race director for the Stock Nationals in Oroville CA.
Joe Swift - built his first race boat in 1929 when speeds barely topped 30 MPH. He built his first custom hydro, a PR-65, in 1947 — the same year he became Region 5 Chairman. In 1948 he chaired the National Outboard Championships in Lake Alfred FL. In 1950 he introduced a line of mass-produced A-B hydros, sold in support of the new Stock classes. He also chaired the Ways and Means Committee. In 1951 he was elected APBA National Secretary and also introduced two new Stock hydros — the Big Bee and the Big Dee.  A Big Dee was the first Stock Hydro to break the 70 MPH mark.  At one time, Swift’s hydros held every Stock Hydro competition and mile record, and his was the first outboard hydro to exceed 100 MPH (an Italian record).  From 1950-59 he built over 8,500 hydros, building and shipping 15 a day.  From 1983-87 he handled PR for the Formula 1 circuit and was recognized as JBS America.
Jeff Titus - A racing member since 1955, Jeff competed in Stock and PRO through 1987, and won 17 national championships, eight world records, and seven 5-mile marathon and kilo events. He is a member of the Gulf Hall of Fame and the APBA Hall of Champions. He served as Region 5 officer, category vice president, on the Board of Directors, as OPC Commissioner, on the OPC Motor Technical Commission, as president of Ft. Lauderdale Professional Powerboat Racing Association, and as inspector, referee and race chairman for years. In 1970 he won closed course nationals in the SI, SJ and U classes, and won both Sport I and Sport E Nationals four consecutive years, 1975-78 — probably the only APBA driver ever to win national championships in two major classes four years in a row, as well as three national titles in one year.  Region 5 gave him the Bud Wade Memorial Award in March 1988 for outstanding sportsmanship.
1989— 
Chip Hanauer - made his mark in many divergent classes, from J Hydro to Inboard to the Unlimiteds.  His consecutive wins at the APBA Gold Cup are not easily surpassed.  He achieved firsts not only in competition but in the development of safety devices such as restraints and harnesses.  When Hanauer piloted a turbine-powered boat to victory, he started a new era in Unlimited competition. He was also a spokesman for the sport, featured in Sports Illustrated and elsewhere. Hanauer’s racing skills and other contributions to the sport were recognized with the UIM Gold Medal of Honor.
Mike Jones - Five years after becoming a member of APBA, Mike Jones set the A Stock Hydro straightaway record. Over the past 33 years Jones competed in all Stock, many PRO and several Inboard classes. Among his records as an owner/driver was the 280 Hydro straightaway mark in 1975 at 119 MPH. Jones became Region 10 Stock Outboard Chairman, then Stock Outboard Vice President. As the sport became more sophisticated, changes were necessary and under Jones’s leadership, both the category and the Association progressed with the times.  As APBA Treasurer and President he gave the Association needed leadership, benefitting all the categories and keeping APBA solvent and growing. The dollar value of his contributions is incalculable, and Mike Jones has always been there when needed.
Fred Miller - It is not unusual for a championship driver to become an active official. It is unusual to have an APBA member who is dominant in three or four categories of racing. Fred Miller became an APBA member in 1955 and immediately made his name known on the race course. Miller won four Stock Marathon Championships, four Stock High Point Championships, five OPC Championships, and others.  He has also been an official at the local, regional and national levels, and a member of Council since 1965.  His input to the racing commissions has been most beneficial. Miller also almost single-handedly created the APBA Hall of Champions.
1990— 
Fred Hauenstein, Jr. - has been deeply involved with high performance racing Outboards since he won the 700cc Runabout National Championship title in 1962, and continued in 1963 with national titles and High Point awards in the 500cc and 700cc classes.  Hauenstein won nine PRO National High Point Championships; and set four APBA records, three world records and two Canadian marks in PRO and OPC.  He was recognized as a driver and engine developer with the prestigious Colonel Green Round Hill Trophy, the George Townsend Medal, and the Emile Jacoby Medal.  His engineering talents and competitive experiences were valued by both Outboard Marine Corporation and, later, Mercury Marine.  He helped develop several outstanding power plants.  He has also served as OPC Vice President and as a UIM board member.  In all of his endeavors, Hauenstein has worked for the best interests of the sport and its members.
Harry Smith, Jr. - Executive Secretary of the APBA from 1961 to 1976, Smith served with great distinction under eight different presidents, a tower of strength during the period of APBA’s greatest growth. Smith provided a strong guiding hand, assuring professional operation.  He edited Propeller and rule books, in addition to his other responsibilities, ranging from trade association management to arbitrating rule interpretations. His leadership and counsel were sought by many APBA officers and members.  The growth of the Association is a testimonial to his achievements, and the guidelines and programs he established are still a part of APBA’s foundation today. Smith’s contributions to the sport, while not evident in the pits or on the race course, are present at every regatta — especially on the Officials’ stand.
Paul Kalb - joined APBA in 1952 and sponsored a B Stock Hydro. He became a driver in 1955 and was the 1957 B Stock Runabout High Point Champion. In 1958, he won his first national championship. For the next two decades, Paul developed and modified Hot Rod engines, winning over 10 A and B Stock Hydro and Runabout National Championships. From 1961-71, he served as Region 6 Chairman, Stock Outboard Vice President, Senior Vice President, and in 1971-72, as APBA President. A founder of the Modified division, he brought hundreds of new members into the category.  He was a consummate politician who always worked for changes that he thought best for the drivers and for the Association. In 1975, as Director of Racing in Europe for OMC, Kalb went to Belgium.  While there, he fostered closer ties between the APBA and the UIM.  Kalb retired and lessened his involvement in powerboat racing as well in 1979.  His death in 1984 was indeed a loss to the sport.
1991— 
O. F. Christner - made outstanding contributions to power boat racing for over 40 years. O.F. Christner’s Quincy Mercury and Quincy Looper racing engines dominated the PRO and Modified Outboard categories from the 1950s to the 1980s. Christner converted a production Mercury engine into a racing machine and made it available to the average racer as the Quincy-Merc. He then designed myriad other special parts and accessories at affordable prices. Quincy Loopers helped Jerry Waldman rewrite the record book and win over 45 national championships. Christner helped revolutionize the sport of Alky outboard racing with his inventiveness and mechanical know-how. Over many years, directly and indirectly, he brought countless competitors to the Alky classes.
Gilbert Petermann - Few drivers contributed more to PRO racing over such a long time as Gilbert Petermann of Malvern, NY, an innovator and a champion since 1938. Beginning with a Jacoby hydroplane and a Johnson KR racing engine, Gib won an astonishing 28 consecutive heat wins. His first APBA championship came in 1953 in 250cc Hydro.  After the 1954 season Gib retired from competition, but came back in 1978 to win the C Service Hydro Nationals. As hulls and engines came and went, he won with whatever was currently hot. At age 66, Petermann began competing in the U.S. Title Series and often beat drivers half his age. He also set an APBA kilo record in C Service Hydro.  At the PRO Nationals he won titles for three consecutive years, each in a different class. He was one of the first drivers to float a hydro, and also experimented with aerodynamic devices to help improve stability. Petermann often shared his wealth of racing knowledge, even with his competitors.  The man was a living legend and an inspiration to young drivers.
1992— 
H. J. Bruce Broussard - has been an active APBA member since 1958.  In 1960, Bruce and others formed the Morgan City Power Boat Association. He became Vice Commodore, and eventually Commodore. During the 1960s and 1970s Broussard promoted and managed Region 9 races. He refereed and chaired Inboard races, including national championships; and was appointed to the Inboard Racing Commission in 1964.  For 25 years, Bruce has served in many local, regional and national offices, and is an honorary life member of many boating organizations. Broussard has been a member or chairman of key APBA committees such as the IRC, Hall of Champions, Regatta Management, Ways and Means, and Executive Committee; and has served as Chief Referee and APBA Treasurer.  Bruce has served the sport selflessly and well, resulting in more and better power boat races.
Ted May - his reputation as a driver and powerboat racing authority is familiar to several generations in the U.S. and Europe.  His expertise aided countless competitors, novices and veterans. Teaching, advising and showing newcomers what power boat racing is all about, Ted has influenced many young racers, especially in the Stock and Alky classes where he set several APBA and NOA kilo and competition records.  He won the A Runabout World Championship in 1965 and 1966, then a national title in B Runabout.  When the OPC category arose, Ted was among the first tunnel boat racers. He quickly made his name known in the one to nine-hour endurance events in the U.S. and abroad.
Harry Pinner, Sr. - first competed in Stock Outboards in 1952, under the Florida Federation of Outboard Clubs. Harry then raced the fast-growing A, B, C, and D Stock Hydro classes with the APBA. For the next decade, Harry and the Pinner Racing Team won High Point honors and a national title. While building a reputation as a Stock Outboard owner/driver, Harry always found time to help other drivers locate parts and equipment, as well as get maximum performance from their equipment. He has been an active Region 5 member, refereeing, inspecting, and finding and promoting new race sites.  Pinner propellers have solved many performance problems, and his expertise is sought by champions worldwide. His willingness to help local race committees has benefited competition nationally, and internationally brought commendations from many clubs. Regardless of category or class, Harry is a truly knowledgeable competitor, official and gentleman.
1993— 
Betty Cook - was one of the first women ever to compete seriously in Offshore racing, retiring in 1982 with 17 wins, including two World and three U.S. titles. Cook first jumped into an Offshore race boat at 52 years old. Her first win came in December 1974 at the Long Beach, CA, driving Mongoose, a 32’ Bertram boat. The 5’4” 114-pound grandmother led most of the way, averaging 67.9 mph: a new course record. Cook continued to win, setting a kilo mark of 77.15 mph for Sport Class II boats. In 1977, Cook won the Bushmills Grand Prix in Newport, CA, the first woman ever to win a major national Offshore race. Six months later in San Francisco she led from start to finish, despite broken ribs. Cook then battled 8-foot waves to win the Key West World Championship — the first woman to win an Offshore Worlds.  In 1978, she won the Cowes-Torquay-Cowes race in England, her fifth Cedar Point Grand National, and the U.S. title. Cook’s final victory came at the Michelob Light New Orleans 200.  The legendary racer passed away on December 21, 1990 at age 68.
Ralph De Silva - It is rare for a builder of wood racecraft to have a long career, especially in the smaller Outboard classes. However, De Silvas have been building boats for half a century! Ralph De Silva’s father began the boat shop near Los Angeles, CA, in 1929.  Ralph and his brother took over and built excellent boats in almost all APBA categories.  At one time their best-known hull, the Alky Runabout, held every PRO record.  They have also produced exotic craft, from a two-man, two-engine hydro for the McCulloch race team in the 1960s, to the wing design that won the Parker Nine Hour Enduro Marathon around 1970.  They have built every imaginable type of race boat and keep popping up with innovative designs. Few have contributed as much to APBA boat racing as Ralph De Silva and his family.
JoAnne Ellis - always was a boat racer, chief scorer and staunch APBA supporter. In 1963 she began as an A Modified Runabout driver. She won the 1969 and 1970 East-West A Modified High Point Championships, entered the APBA Region 6 Stock Hall of Fame, and was the first recipient of the Harper Chance Memorial Trophy — all while promoting and working at races. She helped arrange the first Stock Outboard races in the Dayton, OH Hydrobowl. She was chief scorer for the Modified Outboard Nationals and for the largest Outboard race ever run, the 1974 APBA Stock Nationals, with over 825 entries. From Modified Deputy Commissioner she became Modified Outboard Vice President in 1976. She continued scoring through 1975, doubled the membership and established the J Mod and the 25 Mod classes. She also laid the groundwork for the new two-person Formula E class. Ellis put together and tore down her own racing motors with her husband Bill.  Even when she was helping him recover from a stroke, she continued to help racers, referee and work at races. She wrote a book, How to Organize Large Championship Races For APBA.  When she developed cancer, she was still in the pits, watching the races she so dearly loved.  Ellis commented, “Boat racing has given me good friends, good times and pleasant memories. I don’t think I could ever give up boat racing.”
1994 — 
Dean Chenoweth - first raced in the Stock Outboard BU class in 1950. He quickly learned the skills of boat racing with his father’s help, and branched out to run all the Stock Outboard classes. In 1953 he won three national championships, all in the same day. Chenoweth ran limited Inboard hydros in the 1960s, winning several national races. He moved up to the Unlimited boats in 1967, and is probably best known for his many victories including three APBA Gold Cup victories in the Miss Budweiser. Chenoweth is well deserving of being named to the APBA Honor Squadron.
Ann Fitzgerald - Although Ann Fitzgerald has many accomplishments on the race course, some of her best work has been in promoting APBA and the Race Against Drugs program. An exceptional role model and teacher, she has spoken at many high schools on behalf of education and drug abuse awareness. Fitzgerald served as Region 3 secretary and on the Winding River Boating Association for years. Nationally she served as 2.5 Litre Stock Hydro chair, as APBA commissioner, and on the Tech Committee; and chaired APBA’s 84th Annual Meeting in Atlantic City.  Her titles include the Susquehanna Cup, 2.5 Litre High Point and Divisional titles, the Stanley R. Jones Sportsmanship Award, the Frank R. Connolly Memorial Award (four times), Ronnie Hearn Achievement Memorial Award, Region 3 High Point Championship and the Eddie Ralph Memorial Award.  In 1991 she won two State Championships plus the APBA National Championship in Formula COBRA Hydro class.  She set a 5-mile world record of 77.263 mph.
Guy Lombardo - The famous bandleader was highly regarded in the world of speedboat racing.  Guy Lombardo made the sweetest music this side of heaven for years with his Royal Canadians.  Lombardo was probably the first celebrity outside of power boat racing who brought notoriety to the sport.  His presence contributed to the popularity of power boat racing for three generations.  There was a time, however, when Lombardo made roostertails as well as music.  In 1946, in his first Unlimited race driving the big Gold Cup hydros, Lombardo drove Tempo VI to an APBA Gold Cup victory averaging 68.072 mph.  As an owner, his Unlimited boats also won six career victories from 1946 through 1955.
1995— 
Don Allen - joined APBA racing in Stock B Utility in 1953 and has since raced in all Stock Outboard classes and in many Modified classes. Under Paul Kalb’s tutelage, he became active in APBA administration. He was PRO Chairman of Region 6 (1970) and Trenton Outboard Racing Club Commodore (1971). As Region 6 Chairman for six years, he brought Offshore racing into the Michigan area. He served as APBA secretary (1977-78) and as a Council member (1985-92), representing the Council Members-At-Large on the Executive Committee (1987-92). He also served on the Stock Outboard Commission, was a Modified Outboard Deputy Commissioner and Region 6 OPC chairman. Allen brought his six children into APBA racing; (one won the 1991 JSH Nationals; and continues to bring new members into APBA racing and promote Stock Outboard as a family sport. His professional conduct and consistent, unbiased application of the rules have made him an outstanding referee in almost every category. Don Allen has distinguished himself in power boat racing.
Howard Andersen, Jr. - has been an APBA mainstay both behind the wheel and within the organization for over 45 years.  He began APBA racing in 1950 with a homebuilt B Utility Runabout. He had trouble keeping it right side up, so his first trophy came three years later. Anderson moved into 500, 700 and 1100cc Hydro and 1100cc Runabout classes. A 3-time national champion, his equipment set several records. As owner of Anderson Marine, Inc., in Edmond, WA, he offered space to APBA members and clubs at boat shows across the country to promote boat racing. A lifetime member of the Seattle Outboard Association (SOA), he has supported SOA and APBA with equipment, time and money. A PRO commissioner since 1979, he served as chairman since 1987. Under Howard’s leadership the PRO category maintained its strength and took the tough step of mandating reinforced capsules into three of the fastest PRO classes.
Bedford (“Bud”) Davie - began a long and glorious history in the Alcohol outboard classes in the 1930s, and a decades-long pursuit of the unlimited outboard speed record. In 1938 Davie drove a Jacoby step hydro powered by a Draper Class “X” engine at 78.121 mph, taking the “fastest outboard driver” title from the Europeans.  Davie also introduced something new to outboarding: the crash helmet! In the mid-1930s, he and a team of American drivers competed in the Spreckels Trophy race in Paris. Davie quit racing after WWII but returned in the late 1970s when Formula 1 tunnel boats rekindled his interest. He owned a two-boat team until the late 1980s. He made two successful runs at the UIM class OZ record: in 1986 the team jumped the kilo record for a single outboard to 169.531 mph, and two years later, to 176.556 mph — almost 100 mph faster than his 1938 record.
Dan Kirts - is from a family of boat racers. His father Mel (PRO Vice President when he died in 1980) and mother Mary were involved in PRO racing. His brothers Tom and Jerry and his son Jim also raced. Kirts started racing at 13, in 1955. As a PRO champion, his accomplishments include 24 APBA national championships, seven NOA championships, three UIM world championships, 16 U.S. Title Series championships and 10 speed records. He was inducted into the Hall of Champions four times and received the Colonel Green Round Hill Trophy twice — all while competing in the 250, 350, 500 and 700cc classes. He also competed in Europe and won the South African OC International Trophy.  Kirts also made Yachting Magazine’s 1970 All-American Racing Team, the 1980 Evinrude 100 MPH Club, the Jack Maypole Memorial Trophy, the Governor’s Cups of Iowa (1983) and Wisconsin (1969). Always available to anyone seeking advice, Kirts was an approved PRO inspector and referee and served on the U.S. Title Series Board of Directors.
1996— 
Ernie Dawe - started racing in the Stock Outboard category in 1954 at the age of 13, in boats built by Ted May. He learned to build his own, and Dawecraft boats have won many titles. Dawe has raced in almost every Stock class, winning national DSR titles in 1975-77 along with national and Region 12 High Point titles. At 19, Dawe got involved with APBA. He published the Southern California Outboard Association newsletter, then became a race chairman and was SCOA Commodore for the past 13 years. From 1980-84 he was Stock Outboard Vice President. In 1985 he served as APBA Treasurer; from 1987-93 as a Council member-at-large; and for years wrote the Region 12 report for Propeller.   Dawe also referees in four categories and is a Stock Outboard inspector. He helped create the Stock Outboard Winter Nationals, and helped put on the 1996 Stock and Mod Nationals in Bakersfield, CA.  Dawe promotes boat racing as a family sport. His children all race, and son Steven won the national title in ASH driving a Dawecraft boat. Outside of racing Dawe taught junior high math for 30 years, and is dedicated to his wife Mary Jo, children Tammy, Steven and Mandy.
R. Steven Hearn - his contributions to APBA and the sport of boat racing are many, although he never won a championship.  Hearn began racing in 1957 in Indiana in ASR, BSR, 15SSR and 25SSR. In 1967 he finished second at the Nationals in ASR, the best finish of his career. Hearn helped conduct races in the 1960s and was appointed to the Stock Outboard Commission in the early 1970s. In 1970 his son Richard was competing in JSR and won the Nationals in 1986.  His daughter Beth Anne entered the Hall of Champions in 1987, and Richard followed in 1994 — APBA’s first brother and sister to be inducted from different categories. His wife Delores also helped at regattas. Hearn’s biggest contribution to APBA is in the legal area. In the early 1990s, APBA was at odds with the IRS. Hearn spent many hours redeveloping the APBA structure, and writing new bylaws to resolve the issue. To make the Junior Classes more accessible, Hearn brought the Universal Junior Classes into existence. Hearn is totally devoted to APBA, and is truly deserving of this prestigious recognition.
William A. Moore - Although Bill raced in the Inboard category through the 1960s and early 1970s, he is best known for contributions to APBA in leadership and administrative skills locally, regionally and nationally.  Even after 40 years in the sport, his enthusiasm did not wane. Starting in 1954, Moore served as the Port Indian Regatta club president and race director for years, ensuring the success of the event. Serving under several Inboard VP’s as a commissioner, he helped bring about positive changes for the category. He was an APBA Council member, Region 3 Chairman (for over 20 years), and Race Against Drugs committee chairman since its inception. He also promoted the sport with media and fans.  Moore officiated at regattas for over 15 years as a referee, chief scorer, and race announcer. The success of many events was due to his enthusiastic description of the racing action for the fans. In short, Moore has done it all.
1997— 
Norm Schaub - started racing in the Stock Outboard category in 1955, in the heyday of heavy competition. The Stock category alone had over 3,000 drivers. Never satisfied with safety rules and many others, Schaub began officiating and left the driving to his sons Doug and Brad (who won numerous national championships). He served as their mechanic, pit crew and financier. Schaub helped bring the Stock Outboard Nationals to upper Michigan from 1980-1990, and the Stock and Mod Nationals in 1992 and ’94. Since 1983 he was reelected unanimously as Region 7 Chairman. Commodore of Wisconsin Powerboat Racing Association from 1968-72, he worked for years as referee or race chairman of the OPC Nationals. He organized cockpit “dunk” training at Region 7 meetings, and promoted collapsible pickleforks on tunnel boats. Schaub has been OPC chief referee while his wife Beth served as chief scorer at almost every race the family attended. He served on the OPC Commission and on the APBA Executive Committee from 1989-92, and on the Stock Outboard Racing Commission from 1979-85. With Schaub’s ambition, drive and dedication, he lent a guiding hand to APBA and Region 7. He is a credit to the Honor Squadron.
Tom D’Eath - is a three-time winner of the APBA Gold Cup and of the Prince Edward Canadian Gold Cup — the only person ever to win each country’s Gold Cup three times and to win both in the same season (1976). The 7-time world champion set many records and is a many-time APBA Hall of Champions inductee in both Inboard and Unlimited.  Dubbed “Mr. Hydroplane” by Powerboat Magazine, D’Eath was a driver, designer, boat and engine builder, and consultant to race teams; the first driver to win a Gold Cup in a cabover Unlimited; and the first to win with the Allison power plant. His father, the late Al D’Eath, raced in the 1940s and 1950s, and Tom started racing at the age of 14 in A Utility Stock Outboard, then in 280 class and 150 cubic inch hydroplanes. He set a 1971 kilo record with his boat Southern Style, and won three national championships. He also set records and won races in Offshore in the late 1960s and early 1970s. The first 2.5 Litre Mod he designed and built is a four-time Inboard national champion that held all class competition records. D’Eath’s 5 Litre engines won championships and set records. He started racing Unlimiteds in 1973 with George Simon’s Miss U.S. and drove others during his career. D’Eath retired from driving in 1991. In 1994, he headed up the new APBA Vintage & Historic division. In 1997 D’Eath was inducted into the Hydroplane & Raceboat Museum Unlimited Hydroplane Hall of Fame.
Ron Hill - his father Russ, Sr., had raced on the West Coast since 1935 and Hill literally cut his teeth in his father’s C Racing Runabout, biting the steering wheel. No surprise that little Ron caught the racing bug. In 1955, his father signed him up (underage) and he won Region 12 High Points in AU. In 1956 he finished third in AU at the Stock Outboard Nationals.  He was inducted into the Evinrude 100 MPH Club, several times in the Hall of Champions, and in 1967 won the John Ward Trophy. In one day he broke three kilo records, and was the first outboard driver ever to lead the Parker Enduro. In 1965-66, 1970 and 1977 he was D Runabout Champion. He served as Commodore of SCOA and five-time Region 12 Chairman. During these tenures he helped bring COBRA into APBA. He and his wife Barbara put on the APBA National Convention in Las Vegas; he worked with Earl Palmer to bring back the Halves Classic Race; he involved several manufacturers in Mod VP racing. His son Chad also raced in APBA. In the early 1980s Ron created the Parker Mini Enduro, and the C-NOD (CP), 0-NOD (Sport C), and U-NOD (Mod C) classes. With Tom Ige, he generated the 20SSR and 20SSH Yamato classes and the Mod VP class. He fought for adoption of capsules and transom height rules. An APBA member for 42 years, he has inspired and helped many other drivers to participate in this sport.
1998— 
Bud Parker - began racing in 1943 in Troy, OH, winning a wildcat race in a 12’ Wagemaker powered by a 22hp Evinrude.  WWII military service put racing on hold but in 1953, Bud returned to racing with the Belle Isle Outboard Club, winning the first marathon he entered in F Utility. In 1954 he began racing D Utility and became Commodore of the Belle Isle Club in 1955. An engineer, Bud opened his own outboard machine shop in 1957 where he developed four-pipe open megaphones for wildcat and Stock-Alky racers. This led to the manufacture of stick tower housings, accessories, and the highly successful Parker converging stack system for Mercury racing engines. He ran D and F Alky in addition to D Stock and Mod Hydro, winning the Canadian Guinness Cup in the late 1960s. He also developed his own Parker Looper Alky engines to compete with the Quincy-Mercs. At his first major event as a technical inspector, the 1974 Stock Outboard Nationals, Bud worked long hours on an incredible 800-plus entries. With Jim Robb, Sr., he raced Mod Outboard from 1975-85.  At age 65, Bud smoked the D Hydro competition in his last Mod race.  He continued to support racers with parts and engines, guidance and support. Bud Parker is a dedicated example of the best of APBA Outboard racing.
Eugene (Gene) Whipp - of Sarasota, FL, past Chairman of the Offshore Racing Commission, started racing in 1959 in the 48 cubic inch Hydro class.  He drove as many as four classes at the same regatta and barely had time to take off his life jacket and helmet, jumping from boat to boat. He was a winner in every class: 1968 Divisional and National Champion, 225 ci Hydro; 1969 High Point Champion, 280 ci Hydro; 1971 and 1972 National and World Champion, 7 Litre Hydro.  Whipp won his only Unlimited race, the 1973 President’s Cup Regatta in Washington, DC driving the Lincoln Thrift.  He moved to Offshore, where he became very active as a driver and then as an official.  He won the 1984 Offshore Class VI Championship and set a 1988 World Kilo Record in Class Sportsman A at 84.310 mph. Throughout Gene’s racing career he also refereed in the Inboard, Unlimited and Offshore categories. Gene helped found the Dayton Motor Boat Racing Association and spearheaded the Dayton Hydrobowl regattas. After moving to Florida, Gene started the Sarasota Offshore Power Boat Grand Prix Races, which raised funds for the handicapped for years. By no means a complete list of Gene’s accomplishments, this reflects his deep love and personal involvement in power boat racing.  He was a credit to our sport.
Mildred Foulke - of Essex, MD, was the widow of 1961 Honor Squadron inductee Frank Foulke.  Labeled the “Queen of Speed” by Speed and Spray, Mildred was certainly the woman behind the man.  She hauled their boats to the races while Frank attended to business.  Mildred and Frank together took 38 World Records, all with a souped-up Plymouth or Studebaker engine.  She raced in the 225 Hydro, D Racing Runabout and the 266 Hydro classes.  With much less weight, Millie could get added speed.  Her beautiful Sagana 266 cubic inch Hydro was the boat to beat.  In 1953 Mildred and Frank were both inducted into the 100 MPH Club; the first husband and wife to be inducted at the same time.  She was the first woman to top 100 MPH in a racing boat, putting Sagana 13 through the trap at an average speed of 111.289 mph in 1953.  Mildred was a continuous and loyal member of APBA, and a goodwill ambassador from 1939 until her death.  As stated in Ripley’s Believe it or Not, Mildred and Frank Foulke were the First Family of power boat racing.
W. Dean Wilson, Sr. - participated in boat racing for over 40 years as a driver, race promoter and APBA officer.  He first competed in what is now the PRO category, in F Outboard Hydros. In the early 1970s he dominated Regions 6, 7 and 8 in High Points; twice he won the Jack Maypole Award, and was inducted into the Evinrude 100 MPH Outboard Club.  In the 1960s he developed a waterproof wiring connector for outboard motors.  In the 1980s he designed and built the first 100% composite 6 Litre Inboard Hydroplane with a reinforced cockpit.  As Region 12 Chairman he implemented multi-category sanctions that helped increase boat counts.  He was an Inboard Commissioner, PRO Commissioner, and Race Director for the PRO Nationals.  His four sons also won titles, set records and served APBA.  Dean, Sr. always gave of his expertise, friendship and allegiance to APBA.  He helped to form the rules and regulations governing the sport today.
1999— 
Bill De Silva - In 1926, John De Silva started making race boats. His sons Ralph and Bill assumed the business in 1946 and built a 10’6” runabout. When the Stock racing division got started in 1947, their boat was perfect for the new A and B motors. In the late 1940s and 1950s, most drivers in the C Service, PR, and 460 Runabout classes in California raced and won in De Silva boats. They became the dominant race boats from the 1960s through the 1980s, setting records and winning championships. Ralph designed the boats, while Bill was the builder. Bill De Silva raced A and B Hydros and Runabouts in the early 1960s, but building race boats was more important to him than racing. Many people remember Bill De Silva with binoculars, watching every move of a boat, studying how it was handling. He would go back to the shop, modify the design, and build a faster and safer boat. While Ralph was the more visible of the De Silva team, Bill kept the business on track.  He contributed a great deal to the success of the De Silva boat and of Outboard racing.
Craig Dewald - an APBA member since 1952, was the youngest driver (age 12) to win the 88-mile Winnebagoland Marathon; and became a major competitor in the “A” and “B” Utility class marathons through 1959.  Along with many marathons, Dewald won the 1989 15SSR National Championship and set records in ASR and ASH.  In 1957 he was selected for the Gulf Marine Racing Hall of Fame and for the APBA Hall of Champions in 1989.  Dewald served as Stock Outboard Commissioner for many years and co-chaired the Dayton, OH Stock Outboard Nationals.  Perhaps his greatest contributions were to safety.  In the early ’80s, 3-blade propellers allowed drivers to raise their engines higher and go much faster, but accidents and injuries increased.  New transom height restrictions changed that. Craig also championed cut-resistant clothing for drivers, now worn worldwide.  Another contribution was the Dewald Racing Camp. Nance and Craig opened their home to many young men, taught them how to drive a race boat, and how to compete hard, but fairly.  The Dewald Kids won many championships.  In 1972, Craig started his own racing propeller business, which he and David still operate.  Their propellers are raced around the world in virtually all kneel down and tunnel boat classes.  Craig retired from active driving in 1989, but is still active in the sport, one of the most famous names in all of powerboat racing.
Clif Fabre - lived in Region 9’s Baton Rouge, LA all his life, working in a family owned engine shop. In the early 1960s a friend bought an old 266 hydro hull, Fabre supplied an engine for it, and so began his involvement with APBA Inboard Racing.  For years he helped many people set world records and win championships.  He served as Baton Rouge Boat Club board member and Commodore, Region 9 Chairman, and referee and inspector at many championship events.  On the Inboard Racing Commission he chaired many technical committees.  In 1978, he hosted the 75th APBA Annual Meeting, with his wife Margie and local clubs.  In 1981, he was elected Inboard Vice President, and as Chairman in 1994 and in 1996, and served on the APBA Board of Directors in 199697.  In 1992 Fabre received the Bob Ballinger Meritorious Service Award; in 1998, the Inboard Exceptional Service Award.  During his years as Inboard Chairman, many beneficial new programs were initiated.  Clif Fabre is always available whenever APBA or Inboard Racing needs him.
2000—
Ed Karelsen - has built perhaps the finest hydros in the U.S. since the 1950s. His Stock, Mod, PRO, Inboard, Unlimited and OPC boats won world championship titles as well as 26 competition and straightaway records. One holds the record for the fastest outboard-powered hydro in the history of the sport, with runs of over 170 MPH and an average of over 168 mph. One of his Inboard 6 Litre boats won the national title four out of five years. The 1968 Bardahl revolutionized Unlimiteds, winning national titles in 1967-68. In 1988 the Miller American wore the first pair of Karelsen Shoes that helped Chip Hanauer set a record and win another Gold Cup. Ed Karelsen epitomizes the spirit of APBA racing. He is never too busy to help someone, usually with simple down-home imagination that borders on genius. He has served on many committees, and championed the use of safety cells. There is little that Ed Karelsen has not done in his nearly 50 years in the sport.
Willard S. Wilson, Jr. - of Hockessin, DE, started racing in the Inboard category in 1962 and has continuously raced his Lil’ Lectron hydros for many years as an owner and driver. Willard has served APBA as Inboard Commissioner, and Technical Committee Chairperson for 145ci hydro, 2.5 Litre Stock and 2.5 Modified Hydro classes. As an owner/driver in the highly competitive Stock 145ci Hydro class, Willard started setting records and winning championships in 1969.  Between 1969 and 2000, he set at least nine World Records (mostly in competition) and won an unprecedented nine National Championships.  Willard was inducted into the APBA Hall of Champions in 1984. His Lil’ Lectrons raised the 5 mile competition record to 90.639 mph in 1999.  A major reason for Willard’s success is the fact that he designs and builds his own propellers and racing engines.
2001— 
Will Farmer, Sr. - designed and built some 150 race boats at his shop in Richmond, VA from 1948-1974. A great sportsman both on and off the race course, Farmer’s success has as much to do with his gentle and generous style as with the wonderfully fast boats he built.  In 1953, Will gave up racing for full-time boat building. The first Farmer inboard hydroplane, built in 1954, was Frankie Farmer’s 136 hydro. Some of his early successes were the record-setting 280 hydro Tomcat E-60 and Sidney Johnson’s Beverly Anne. His son, Will, Jr. wrote, “I am very proud of my dad.  He has always been a very honest person, a quiet man, who would always go out of his way to help people.”  Mr. Farmer received many glowing fan letters. Those who had seen Farmer hulls race had to have one; those who raced Farmer hulls wanted more.  Many of his customers and associates became lifelong friends. Farmer’s love and dedication to this sport brought many new people into our sport.
2002— 
Bob Goller - first joined APBA in 1954, and ran B and C Stock Hydro. He always had fast equipment, and always mentored new drivers. He introduced C Mod Hydro to New England, and quiet pipes. Today, Goller engines power many of the top Stock and Mod drivers. He has served on the Region 1 Board, and as Chief Inspector in both Stock and Mod.  He has demonstrated a lifetime commitment to the sport we love so well.  His friend Charlie Gonyea said, “Anybody — friend, rival, stranger — can ask for help, and he’ll get them on the water.”
Pete Hellsten - began a 50-year racing career at 16, when he repaired a motor and designed a soapbox runabout. He won many PRO High Point titles and set speed records with engines he designed and built. A PRO Commission cornerstone for years, he was an original member of the Long Island Eastern Outboard Racing Club. He served in most every official capacity in many clubs, and chaired Region 5 and APBA Annual Meetings. Pete earned a 1980 Hall of Champions induction, and brought his children Chris, Curt and Kristi into racing. Just before he lost his battle with cancer in August of 2001, Pete was setting up his new racing shop! Racing outboard hydroplanes was truly Pete Hellsten’s passion.
Edwin Thirlby - started racing at the age of 12 in 1951. Between raising a family and running auto parts stores, Ed was always racing outboards, and became a premier racing outboard motor builder. Ed’s motors are fast and they finish. Ed also has served as Commodore of the Michigan Outboard Association; Treasurer, Board member and President of the U.S. Title Series; and member of the PRO Commission.  Most important, Ed helps other racers with his time and knowledge.  Ed himself found suppliers and techniques to keep the Konig engines running. When some European drivers needed funds to get home from a World Championship, Ed was there to help. This gentleman boat racer is the picture of sportsmanship and giving to our sport. Big Ed is APBA PRO racing.
2003— 
Bill Giles - saw his first boat race in 1945, bought his first Mercury engine and became the “terror of the Taunton River”. He has held every Region and club responsibility.  Nationally, he has served as Chief Referee at the 1995 Stock and Modified Nationals, Stock Outboard VP, Stock and Modified commissioner, on APBA Council and on various committees. Bill has raced every Stock Outboard class, plus PRO, Mod and OPC.  He won numerous championships. Among his awards are the A.C. Kiekhaefer Trophy, the Gulf Hall of Fame, Gulf Gold Cup Driver of the Year; and the John & Flora Blank Trophy. Bill has built over 200 race boats; some have won National Championships. Few have dedicated so much of their lives to the sport of boat racing as Bill Giles.
Steve Greaves - has lived and breathed APBA boat racing for 40 years. He began in Stock Outboard but soon became a PRO racer through and through. Steve won nine National Championships, 24 APBA National High Point Championships and 30 National and World records. He has received the Col. Green Round Hill Trophy and the George Townsend Medal five times; and has been inducted into the APBA Hall of Champions seven times. Steve was a member of the PRO Commission for 10 years prior to being elected Chairman. He has published the PRO Technical Manual for years and created the PRO website.  Steve also served on the APBA Board of Directors, and on the Junior Classes Committee. A member of the Seattle Outboard Association for 40 years, he has served on the SOA Board for over 15 years; treasurer; and newsletter editor.  He has been Chief Inspector at most Northwest record races, as well as helping in inspection at the PRO Nationals. Steve has loaned equipment, mentored many and represents the best in this sport.
2004— 
Steve David - has served APBA for over 25 years. He raced Inboard hydroplanes in the 1970s and later became commodore of the Florida Inboard Racing Club. He then co-founded the Ft. Lauderdale Professional Power Boat Racing Association, and served as race chairman for several big events — all while competing. He was a member of the Unlimited Racing Commission Board of Directors, and was Chief Referee of APBA Offshore.  On the national level, he served as APBA President for two years, and as Sr. Vice President for four years. He currently serves on the Board of Directors. Steve was inducted into the APBA Hall of Champions three times, earning countless racing titles and records.  As President of APBA, Steve convinced his friend Gene Whipp to become Offshore Chairman. Gene was able to bring a struggling category back. Now, once again, Steve works closely with Offshore. Steve is a loyal and dedicated member of APBA who has always served when asked. He is always one of the first to volunteer to work on committees where he is needed, and does not ask how much time is involved — he just does it.
Gary Romberg - has served at countless Outboard events as a Race Director and Referee; including huge Nationals and Record Runs. He has served the APBA on all levels with continued dedication and extraordinary effort.  Gary began racing at Stock Outboard events in the mid-1970s. Before retiring from competition in the late 1970s, he developed a great love for the sport. Gary and Bonny Romberg’s three sons also raced with APBA. He served on many race committees, as Region 6 Chairman, and as as Race Director and Referee at many Stock and Modified Outboard events.  Gary is able to bring together diverse race committees while running a quality event with fair officiating. For over 25 years, Gary has been a constant asset. He serves on the OPC Commission; has served as a Council Member-at-Large and as APBA’s Special Events Chairman.   He helped the Superlight Tunnel Boat group come into APBA.  Gary was also on the APBA Strategic Planning Committee. In the late 1980s, Gary attempted a comeback in Stock Outboard competition.  While milling for the start in his A Stock Hydro, Gary waved to the judges’ stand and managed to flip before the heat began.  Gary quickly retired again from competition, but has remained a constant force on the judges’ stands and in meeting rooms. He is one of APBA’s most dedicated, valuable and thoughtful members.
2005— 
Bob Wartinger - In 40-plus years of APBA membership, Bob Wartinger has made major contributions to APBA and UIM, both on the race course and in the committee room.  Bob has established an astounding 116 APBA and UIM speed records—more than anyone else in the history of APBA boat racing.  In APBA racing, Bob has won 24 National and High Point class Championships. He has been inducted into the prestigious APBA Hall of Champions six times for outstanding season performances.  In the UIM world, Bob has won two World Championships, in the rigid-inflatable Class 5. He serves as Chairman of the APBA Safety Committee and President of the UIM Safety and Medical Commission.  Bob has fostered safety ideas that have saved numerous lives.
2006— 
Sally Titus - was introduced to boat racing by her future husband Jeff, while she was attending nursing school in 1960.  She loved watching the races—a good thing, since boat racing became a major part of Sally and Jeff’s marriage. When she first started working on the judge’s stand, there was no APBA Scoring Committee. In fact, Sally was there when a half a dozen scorers got together in the mid-1970s to talk about what they needed, and how they could help each other. Sally has chaired APBA’s Regatta Scoring Committee for 25 years. During this time, the committee has worked closely with Headquarters to develop scoring procedures, forms and educational materials for APBA’s many classes and categories. She served as Broward Outboard Club Secretary, Fort Lauderdale Powerboat Racing Association Secretary-Treasurer, Region 5 Secretary, Chief Scorer at the OPC National Championships, Chief Scorer for both the IOGP series and the Powerboat Superleague; and as APBA Secretary for 17 years. Sally has worked at countless local events and at the OPC Nationals at Kankakee, IL since 1985. Over the years Sally has received many awards, including the OPC Achievement Award, the Fred Hallett Award, Scorers Achievement Award and APR Sportsmanship Award.  She is most deserving of the Honor Squadron award as well.
Mark Weber - They say when you want something done, ask a busy person.  That’s Mark Weber.  Many times a champion, and a Hall of Champions inductee, he has always given back generously to the sport.  Mark Weber has long been active in all facets, at all levels of the APBA.  He is also an outstanding driver, owner and team owner.  Mark has been a member of the Marine Prop Riders since 1978, sercing as club president, vice president, and race director for three club regattas.  In fact, he has directed over 25 Inboard regattas, among APBA’s best-run events.  When his teammate George Stratton died in a racing accident in 2000, Mark chaired a memorial auction to benefit the family.  He has served as Chairman of Region Six, and led the Inboard Racing Commission.  He won the Tony Scartine Award for his work with the IRC. Mark also chaired two National Meetings, and promoted Personal Watercraft Racing, both within APBA and U.I.M.; and Jet Boat Racing.  Inevitably, Mark stepped up to the APBA Council and Board of Directors.  These days, as Director of Operations of the Detroit River Regatta Association and APBA Vice President, he also serves on countless APBA committees. In short, Mark has done it all.  Straight talk, positive thinking, decisive action, and an endless passion for the sport of power boat racing–that’s Mark Weber, and APBA is fortunate to have him on our team.
2007— 
Edward W. Hearn - of Valparaiso, Indiana, attended his first APBA race when he was only a few days old.  An APBA member since the age of eight, he started in the J Stock Hydro and Runabout Classes. At age 10, he placed 5th at the Nationals. Though it took 15 years for Edward to win his first APBA national title, he has since won 23; and has entered the APBA’s Hall of Champions 12 times—more than anyone else.  Recently, Edward has mentored two young men, bringing them into the APBA racing family and helping them with not only aspects of competition, but all of the other benefits of APBA’s life lessons.  Edward has also been very active at the local level. While in college, he helped organize a return of Stock Outboard racing to his home town in Indiana.  In 1996, Edward agreed to take the helm of the Dayton Record Runs Association and outboard racing at Ohio’s historic Hydrobowl—with the help of his family, of course.  Edward has since served as president of that club, and helped return the Stock Outboard Nationals to the Hydrobowl in 2005. He also has served as either a Stock or Modified Outboard Commissioner continuously since 1988, and as a Stock and Modified Referee and Inspector.  In 2001, Edward returned from his honeymoon to learn that he had been elected Stock Outboard Chairman while he was away—a position which he did not seek. He accepted, however, and served as the Stock Chairman for six years until recently retiring to serve on the APBA Board of Directors.  As Chairman, Edward became very involved in opposing the so-called Sea-Tac Plan for APBA’s “reorganization”.  He worked with many other APBA members to undo that plan and return full voting rights to the membership. For his efforts, Edward was threatened with expulsion from the APBA and, along with others, was sued.  Eventually, those disputes were settled and the APBA continues to operate to this day at the direction of the members.  Edward’s commitment to grassroots boat racing continues. In 2006, he organized the Stock and Modified Winternationals in Louisiana, a collaboration among the APBA, the AOF and the NBRA. This event bridged the gap separating these racing groups and led to a Mutual Declaration of Cooperation signed by representatives of all three. Importantly, Edward’s first-born, Isabella, attended this race. She was only six weeks old at the time.  Edward Hearn’s commitment to the APBA centers around his love of competition, sportsmanship and family. To him, the APBA embodies the best of these qualities while providing all of the challenges that come with them. His childhood hero was the legendary A.J. Foyt, Jr., the first man to win the Indianapolis 500 four times. He credits Foyt with the 14-H number that adorns all of Edward’s racing boats.  As the late Don Allen said of Edward, “His fellow racers call him ‘Fast Eddie’ but his fellow APBA members call him ‘Determined’.”  Now, in his 30th year as an APBA member, Edward Hearn is received into the APBA Honor Squadron.
George Gary (Duke) Waldrop - started racing in 1959 in Baytown, Texas at age 15, with his father’s 12-foot wooden boat.  (He never told his parents!) He joined the Red Adair team in 1965 and raced Inboard flatbottoms for three years.  Duke built his first Outboard tunnel boat (Sport E) in 1968. During the 1970s and ’80s, he won seven APBA National OPC Championships and two UIM World titles.  He was a 1978 Hall of Champions inductee.  As Region 15 Chairman, Duke helped build it into one of APBA’s strongest regions. He introduced a newsletter, hosted region banquets, National and World Championships, and helped bring OPC racing back to life in the area.  He and his wife Fay also hosted the successful 1989 APBA Annual Meeting in Fort Worth, Texas.  In 1980 Duke became race director of the new National Powerboat Association (NPA), one of the first professional series for OPC tunnel boats. With support from Mercury Marine, Duke and his wife Fay introduced a computer program for scoring races in the early 1980s. He served as OPC Vice President in 1984-85, founded the IOGP Series, and was the first to successfully combine tunnel boats with Unlimited racing.  Duke, now living in Winter Haven, Florida, brought The Harmsworth Trophy competition to the U.S. three times, and organized two Mississippi River record events. He introduced Carlos Kuri to APBA racing and fostered racing in Mexico, helped start the APBA Drag category, and helped bring the Antique and Classic Boat Society into APBA vintage regattas.  Duke served as APBA Senior Vice President from 1988-92, and as Chief Referee for OPC (including the Nationals), Offshore and several Special Events.  Duke was appointed interim APBA Offshore Vice President three times during the 1990s.  He encouraged reinforced capsules for tunnel boats and helped coordinate universal standards for them.  Duke was also one of the first tunnel boat drivers to utilize mirrors and a CB radio on his boat.  Duke emceed and helped enhance the Hall of Champions ceremony.  In 2006 he became ChampBoat Series Race Director, and now serves as UIM Commissioner, officiating at F-1 races around the world.  Professionally, Duke served as a Race Director and consultant to Mercury Marine Hi-Performance Products.  Then he became Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Second Effort Performance Products (later folded into OMC Performance Group). In 1994, became Executive Director of the American Water Ski Association, then Director of Marine Industry Relations with Ski Safe Insurance. In 2007 Duke was appointed to the APBA Board of Directors.  Duke Waldrop’s distinguished and diverse career eminently qualifies him for the APBA Honor Squadron.
2008— 
Ralph Donald - of Naples, Florida began racing in 1953 with a used Speedliner runabout and a Mercury KG7. Fifty-five years later, he remains an active outboard racer, supporter and organizer. Competing in the U.S. and abroad, Ralph has won many titles, including the 1987 Eis Pokal (Ice Trophy) in 500ccH at the World Cup in Berlin, Germany.  In 1966, Ralph organized Region 14, and served as chairman for eight years. Serving on the PRO Commission since 1969, he was PRO VP in 1976-77 and 1980. He led an effort to reclassify the “Alky” classes by engine displacement, and to rename the category “Professional Racing Outboard”.  In 1975 Ralph revived the Atlanta Boat Club within APBA. Under his leadership, the club held the APBA National meeting at Atlanta in 1976; Ralph coordinated another in 1995.  Ralph organized many races, including the 1980 and 1984 PRO Nationals. After the original 1980 event was cancelled, Ralph quickly organized the “Make-Up Nationals”in Acworth, GA–a few months late, but successfully.  Ralph helped establish the US Title Series in 1982 to promote quality championship racing. He sponsored the first UIM 125 Hydroplane World Championship in 1997, and again in 2003. Ralph also brought UIM World Championships in 0-125, 0-175 and 0-250 to Lake Alfred, Florida in 2008.  Ralph fostered new classes: 500 Sprint Hydro, 125cc Runabout, 175cc Hydro and 175cc Runabout. When engine supplier Konig folded, he worked to preserve the plant and equipment for PRO racing. Ralph was among the first to campaign a PRO hydro with a reinforced cockpit.  Ralph Donald has given unselfishly to the PRO category and to APBA for over 50 years. He has helped bring the racing communities of Europe and the USA closer together. Ralph has never accepted the status quo, and has always advocated trying something new to advance the sport.
Larry Lauterbach - of Chester, Maryland has been a member of the American Power Boat Association since 1963. Larry won over 400 races in his 44 years of APBA racing, and became a 3-time Hall of Champions inductee, manytime National Champion and recordholder.  He has continued the legacy of his father, Henry Lauterbach, as a world-renowned builder of Inboard hydroplanes.  Larry is a leader in local and national administrative work for APBA, always genuinely interested in the betterment of the sport. He serves on committees, takes on leadership positions with a sense of responsibility, mentors others, and is truly an ambassador for powerboat racing.  Larry Lauterbach has taken on many roles to serve APBA and its members. He is currently serving a fourth term on the APBA Board of Directors, and has been an Inboard Racing Commissioner for eight years. A past president of Kent Narrows Racing Association, Larry remains an active member. He was Race Director of the club’s first Vintage Race Boat Regatta. He is also Race Director of the annual Thunder on the Narrows Inboard Regatta. He is a referee, mentor and advisor to the Vintage & Historic Category. Larry also serves as an APBA Historical Society Board Member.  The Valleyfield Committee named him 1996 Personality of the Year for outstanding support and dedication to Inboard racing. He also received the Mike Thomas Award for Outstanding Sportsmanship.  APBA can be proud of Larry Lauterbach for many reasons. His commitment to the sport is shown by his unselfish gift of his time and expertise to take on these leadership roles. He deserves to be inducted into the APBA Honor Squadron as he continues to actively promote our world of power boat racing.
Robert Trolian, Sr. - Robert “Ponch” or “Pops” Trolian of Alexandria, Kentucky started racing outboards in 1964 and built his first boat in 1966 from plans in Popular Mechanics magazine. What made Trolian’s boats distinctive was his choice of materials: plastic!  He learned design and manufacturing while working for a plastics company. In the 1970s he worked for Genmar’s Wellcraft Division and the Glastron Division. He began making very competitive, lightweight fiberglass runabouts and hydroplanes. Trolian also pioneered carbon fiber hulls from open molds. He has built over 500 racing hulls, which have won dozens of championships and set records.  All this time, Trolian had raced Stock Outboard; but his hydro plus the new OMC engine earned him championships, records and induction into the APBA Hall of Champions.  However, all this success in designing, building and racing pales in comparison to Bob Trolian’s generosity. He has been known to deliver a new boat to a racer with a “pay-me-when-you-can” bill of sale. He helps any young racer who needs some racing part, boat repair or advice. Recently, he donated a new runabout to the APBA Junior Classes.  Four of his five children have raced, and his sons Paul and Brian continue Racecraft Racing Hulls. Team Racecraft is often the largest contingent at an APBA outboard event.  After retiring from competition in the 1990s, Trolian became a Race Director and one of our most respected race officials. He ran nearly 100 APBA races, including many championships. In the last five years, he has directed three Stock Outboard National Championships. He can pull together a diverse group of officials and give all competitors a well-run, fair event.  Robert Trolian, Sr. contributes to the APBA not only with state-of-the-art hulls, but with talent, time and treasure.
2009—
Dee Berghauer - of Elm Grove, Wisconsin has combined a successful 27-year racing career with decades of excellence as an APBA official.  Dee has boat racing in his DNA. He started racing at age five in northern Wisconsin and Michigan. He won his first race that summer.  At age nine, Dee joined APBA and began racing J Runabout. Dee put a Mercury J motor on an A Hydro, and he and Jim Jost Jr. had the first J Stock Hydro race. In 1963, Dee started racing A Stock Hydro. He had to add 33 pounds of lead to his boat, but won the Larry Krueger Memorial Trophy and qualified for the 1963 Stock Outboard Nationals. He moved on to B Stock and C Stock Hydro, and ran third at the 1967 Nationals behind his brothers Denis and Duane.  In 1971, Dee won his first National Championship, in D Stock Hydro. From 1981 to 1985, Dee dominated the class, losing only five races. He was inducted into APBA’s Hall of Champions in 1982 and 1984. Dee’s driving career ended in 1986.  Even as a driver, Dee was busy securing and promoting races, serving as a Race Director, and holding offices in Region 7 clubs. He helped develop the 25SS and 35SS Hydro classes. In 1982, Dee became a member of the Stock Outboard Racing Commission. He was then asked to join the OPC Racing Commission, of which he is still a member. He is also OPC’s Chief Referee, a member of the OPC Motor Technical Committee and an OPC Inspector. He also served as APBA New Class Committee Chairman and is Commodore of the Great Lakes Boat Club.  Dee has helped develop rules for APBA, UIM, WCF and local clubs that incorporate safety, common sense and logic. His sense of humor, courteous and professional manner, and respect for all racers promote the best interests of the sport.  Dee has been the Region 7 Chairman for a decade. He is also a Commissioner in the UIM and officiates at Formula 1 and other races internationally.  Dee works with all categories of APBA. He has refereed on the IOGP Series, at numerous Stock, Mod, PRO and Junior races, at Inboard and OPC Nationals, Kilo record runs and other Special Events. Dee and Badger State Outboard Association successfully orchestrated a night race during Milwaukee’s Summerfest.  On short notice, with the selfless help of his wife Meri, Dee and a small group put on the 2004 National Meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It was an enjoyable event that provided strong rebuilding impetus for the APBA at a critical time.  Dee has been a great asset to the sport of boat racing.  APBA is richer, and racing is fairer, for the efforts of Dee Berghauer.
Ron Jones Sr. - The APBA annual Reference Book chronicles the accomplishments of Ron Jones Sr. over a 50-year span. He has created fast boats that have set over 90 records in Unlimited, Inboard, Outboard, Drag, OPC, Offshore and Special Event classes. The result is an unprecedented dynasty of APBA World Record holders, National Champions, and thousands of regatta winners.  Boat design and boat building are but one way Ron gives back to the sport he loves. He has served as Commodore and Referee of the Seattle Inboard Racing Association, and on the Board of Directors of the Tacoma Inboard Racing Association and the Hydroplane and Race Boat Museum.  In the 1980s, innovation and new technology challenged the status quo of race boat design. Owners wanted well-designed, solidly built boats; drivers wanted boats that were stable and forgiving. Both wanted speed. While Ron could relate to the need for speed, his greatest contributions are his safety innovations.  Ron observed boats and drivers in motion. He focused on one concept at a time: size, weight, balance and handling. He applied the principles of aerodynamics/hydrodynamics, and the evolution of materials to boat building.  Ron was instrumental in the development of the enclosed safety capsule. It met with some opposition, but Ron’s goal was always to keep the driver safe. Capsules have saved many lives—each a testimony to his talent and love for the sport.  Capsules were mandated for APBA Inboard hydroplanes in the mid-1990s. Ron not only installed safety capsules in the boats that he built; he made installation possible for boats built by competitors. His search for a faster, safer race boat also led to the integration of stronger, lighter materials.  Today, Ron often volunteers as a color commentator or announcer at races, sharing his knowledge of past and present. His colorful stories help keep racing history alive, and his commentary connects the spectators to the racing on the water.  Ron is often seen walking through spectator areas, answering questions and greeting fans; and then, moving through the pits—recruiting, mentoring and nurturing new owners, drivers and crew members. Longtime boat racers continue to seek his advice He has also appeared as a guest speaker at many events, promoting the sport of boat racing and safety.  He has never defined boat building as his “job”. Rather, his accomplishments reflect his lifelong dedication and passion for the sport and its participants.  Ron Jones Sr. is most deserving of membership in the APBA Honor Squadron.
2010—
Dutch Squires - Dutch Squires has been a member of the American Power Boat Association since 1976.  During his 34 years in APBA, Dutch has been committed to the betterment of the sport through leadership roles and responsibilities locally, regionally and nationally.  Dutch is also an outstanding driver with multiple championships and records.  An active APBA member, he attends the National Meetings and serves on many committees to help promote powerboat racing nationwide.  Currently serving his second term as Inboard Chairman, Dutch is dedicated to improving the direction of the Inboard category, as well as improving this sport by listening to what the racers need and want.  He has exercised strong leadership to resolve issues; he continually looks ahead to implement new programs to foster growth and participation.  Dutch has served as an Inboard Racing Commissioner for 15 years; as Region 16 Chairman for 10 years; as Colorado Speedboat Association Commodore for nine years. He served on the APBA Board of Directors from 2007-2008. He has helped promote and organize Inboard, Stock and OPC racing; and also worked as a referee.  Dutch was recognized for his service to APBA when he was awarded the Bruce Broussard Exceptional Service Award in 2006.  During his 34 years of racing in APBA events, Dutch has raced across the country, supporting many race sites nationwide.  Living in Colorado means long-distance traveling to races.  Even when his closest race is 1200 miles away, he doesn’t hesitate to travel.  You can find him on the West Coast, East Coast and at races in between.  His racing accomplishments brought Dutch to the Hall of Champions in 2006 and 2007.  He is a three-time Summer National Champion, three-time National High Point Champion, 12-time Western Divisional Champion, 5-time Eastern Divisional Champion and a North American Champion.  Dutch currently holds three of the four speed records in the 2.5 Litre Stock class.  Dutch is a tough competitor, but he is also always willing to help mentor new members in Inboard racing.  He will help find boats, racing equipment and any other items racers may be looking for. If anyone has questions at a race, he will always take the time to talk and listen to ideas and concerns.  In his current role as Inboard Chairman, Dutch continues to strive to improve and promote our organization.  He is highly respected by APBA members and shows great leadership and vision to make positive changes for power boat racing.  Dutch Squires richly deserves recognition in our APBA Honor Squadron.

2011—
Gloria Urbin - For the past 28 years, whenever anyone in APBA had a question or a problem, the smart ones knew enough to ask Executive Director Gloria Urbin. 
In November 1979, Gloria Urbin started working at APBA in a secretarial role. She thoroughly learned APBA’s sanction, records, points and membership processes, which helped enormously when she took on the Executive Administrator role in 1983.  At that time most Headquarters procedures involved stacks of paper. Fast, accurate typing was a necessity. Attention to detail was key, and Gloria has an amazing capacity for detailed work. She also has a phenomenal memory and can frequently answer an arcane question off the top of her head. 
Over the years, Gloria saw computers supplant typewriters, and copy machines replace carbon paper. She helped oversee APBA’s transition to a Web-based data system. 
She has seen many presidents, Boards, chairmen and trends come and go. She has seen good times when membership topped 10,000 and tough times when political wrangling nearly tore APBA apart. Through it all, the office functioned efficiently. Memberships went out, sanctions and records were processed and points were tallied. Staff members have gone the extra mile out of personal loyalty and affection for her. Disagreements have been defused. Volatile members (yes, there are a few) have been encouraged to stay and work out their issues.
Whether it’s a member confused about rejoining, or someone who just needs to vent, Gloria was there for them. Gloria Urbin was the voice of APBA, and the Association has benefited enormously from her calm, patient and detail-oriented nature. Whatever it is, she’s seen it. Wherever it is, she can find it. Whoever it is, she can put you in touch. 
How are elections handled? What’s the schedule for the Annual Meeting? How do I submit rule changes? How do I get a UIM World Record certificate? Who set a record in my class in 1987? How do I nominate someone for the APBA Honor Squadron? How do I put my name in for a committee? This decision makes me mad; who can I talk to?
Until now, the answer has always been, “Ask Gloria.” As of January 1st, 2012, however, Gloria Urbin retired after 32 years of extraordinarily dedicated service. We welcome new Executive Director Dan Wiener; and members will hear a new voice of APBA. In a year of major changes, Gloria’s retirement will impact more APBA members more personally than any other. We will all miss her experience and knowledge, but even more, Gloria herself. 
We all wish her a happy and fulfilled retirement, with more time to enjoy her granddaughters Madison and Savannah and family.  At the same time, it’s hard to imagine APBA without her. 
Thank you, Gloria.
2012—
Mark Wheeler - During his 38 years of membership in the American Power Boat Association, Mark has served the association extensively.  In Mark’s first year as president of APBA, he led APBA through changes in executive directors and insurance carriers. He has led APBA through the beginning of its digital transformation.  Prior to his presidency, Mark supported innovations that reduce barriers to entry into boat racing, including the implementation of driving schools.  As a member of the Junior Classes Committee for many years and as co-chair, Mark helped integrate the AX classes into the Junior Classes. He also functioned as the general contractor for 50 conversion kits.  For his contributions to the enhancement of Region 6, Mark was inducted into Region 6 Stock Outboard Hall of Fame, and won the Region 6 Don Allen Service Award.  Throughout his racing career, Mark has made major contributions to APBA’s functioning.
Mark continues to serve as a referee.  In fact, he has refereed more national championship events than any living referee—well over a dozen from 1988 to 2012.  He has also refereed UIM World Championships and served as APBA’s Chief Referee.  As a referee, Mark noticed that many races began to feature multiple categories.  Over a year and a half, he painstakingly combined the rules for the kneel-down categories.  He served the Michigan Hydroplane Racing Association, as both a board member and as president.  He served as Region 6 Chair and as a member of the Region 6 board of directors.  At the national level, Mark has served on the Council-At-Large, Stock Outboard Racing Commission, Junior Classes Committee, and Race Management Committee. He is currently a member of the Finance, Insurance, Offshore Racing and New Class Committees.  Mark was recently elected to his seventh consecutive term on the APBA Board of Directors. He helped guide the association for four years as vice-president and currently serves as APBA’s president.

Tammy Dawe - On June 12th, 2012 the boat racing community lost one of its most well respected members.  From a young age, Tammy Dawe would spend her summers with her family traveling the country and going to boat races.  It wasn’t until 1996 when Tammy, 24-years old, first jumped into a stock outboard and from there she discovered one of her true passions in life.  Over the years Tammy, became more and more involved in racing and the APBA.  She took pride is racing among the boys; and in most cases beating them.  Being a female in a predominantly male sport didn’t turn Tammy away from racing; she embraced it.  She embraced it so much that she took the time to mentor many of the younger drivers and teach them about the sport that she loved so much.  Tammy loved boat racing, she lived to race A-Stock hydro.  There was no class that was more important to her.  But when it came to region 12 racing at the Annual Meeting, Tammy ran every class of every category.  Tammy single handedly saved A-Stock hydro in Region 12 and many other classes by speaking up and being involved.  Because of her inspiration to others, Tammy Dawe was unanimously voted into the APBA’s highest honor; the Honor Squadron.  After Tammy’s passing, Ernie and Steven had a tough decision to make about racing at the UIM worlds in Trenton, Michigan.  They decided the best way to honor Tammy’s legacy was to race and do all they could to win.  Tammy’s legacy will forever be a part of the American Power Boat Association.  Her love, enthusiasm, passion and contributions to this sport and organization will never be forgotten.
2013—
	John Schubert
	John Schubert's 25-year professional motorboat racing career began in Class A-Stock Outboard Hydro in 1953 at the age of 14, in his 3-point Jacoby hydroplane and qualified for the national championships in Liverpool, New York. The next year brought a step up to B-Stock Hydro and at the divisional championships he set a 5-mile in-competition record of 48.996 MPH.  The following years saw John in the winner's circle with remarkable consistency and focus.  John's Sid-Craft B hydroplane was the first one built, and it bore the number 1-J, the latter having been awarded to him in 1956. In 1957 John drove a newer design Sid-Craft hydroplane Mercury Mark 20H combination, and even though he didn't complete the racing season, he earned 2nd in B Stock Hydro High Points.In the years 1957 through 1961, John attended the United States Merchant Marine Academy in King's Point, New York, which occupied eleven months per year. Nevertheless, he found time to compete in C Stock Hydro, and in 1960 he was awarded the National High Point Championship.  He "moved up" yet again in 1962 to D-Stock Hydro, and was Regional High Point Champion four years in a row, an unprecedented feat which retired one trophy and got his name engraved on another.  At this time he felt a need to give something back to the sport and was elected President of the Greenwood Lake Racing Club, where he chaired an awards banquet held at the Spring Rock Country Club. Featuring Lou Eppel as the Master of Ceremonies and attended by Don Guerin, then president of the APBA, Colin Chapman of Motor Boating, and Mel Crook of Yachting. This event was heralded as the largest of its kind in boat racing.  For several seasons in the mid-1960s, John served as Director of Region 3 and actively promoted race sites to potential sponsors using a "sponsor's information kit" of his own creation.  John's most successful year of racing was 1968, as he won 18 of the 21 races in B Pro Hydro, or "alky" as it was called and took the National Championship at DePue, Il.  His achievements that year got him elected into the Gulf Oil Marine Hall of Fame, and the boat was also elected to Yachting Magazine's All American Racing Team.  1969 was not without its share of successes. Driving for Dick O'Dea in PRO Hydro, John set two 5-mile in-competition records of 82.418 and 84.906 MPH in C and D class, respectively. The latter was the fastest outboard in-competition record of its day, and eclipsed many Inboard classes as well. He was awarded the George H. Townsend medal for total points that season, and his driving of Dick O'Dea's C-Hydro resulted in the boat and its owner receiving Yachting Magazine's All American Racing Team award.  John remained active in the APBA off of the race course. In the late 1960s, he became Region 3 Chairman for the Pro classes and was appointed Deputy PRO Commissioner. He succeeded in getting PRO classes added to most Stock Outboard races in Region 3, and in promoting several all-PRO races. He also coordinated inter-regional PRO activities with the Region 2 leadership.  In 1970, John began racing in the OPC category, sponsored by Jim Briggs' world-famous OMC based team. On the way to 1st place at the 1970 3-hour Marathon National Championship, John set a new record of 72.197 MPH., The Following year he again took 1st place in OPC S class at the 1971 Marathon National Championship in Miami, Florida.  Competing in OPC "225" marathons in 1972, John consistently placed in the top five overall and in the first three positions in S class. At the Six Hours of Paris, John finished 4th overall. At the 1973 Parker 9-hour Enduro John turned the fastest lap and came in third overall.  John's racing efforts wound down over the remainder of the 1970s; however he was still very active in APBA behind the scenes.  In 1978, he built the first 45SS prototype motor. Initially the APBA stock outboard racing commission passed on the concept. John refined his ideas and submitted a formal proposal, including costs, to Edgar Rose. Several years later, the SST-45/45SS motor was approved by both the SORC and the OPC racing commission and is raced in both categories to this day. In point of fact, it is the largest class at the OPC Nationals.  John's second racing career as engine builder continued well into the 1990s, during which time he built SST45 engines for various owners winning four national championships and one world championship. He has also hand-built SST-60 engines for various drivers, including Randy Minch, and Roddy Foreman, who won national and world championships. In 2009, John was elected First Vice President of the Antique Outboard Motor Club, Inc. Drawing on his history John leveraged interests common to the AOMCI and the APBA. He promoted the APBA Vintage group at AOMCI functions around the country, which inspired several AOMCI members to join the APBA. At the 2012 APBA annual meeting, John petitioned the Vintage category committee to add a specific "outboard" group to their sanctions, which attracted significantly increased outboard turnout at numerous events.  In recognition of his efforts for AOMCI , John has been awarded a Lifetime Honorary Membership putting him on a list of past honorees that include Charles Strang among others.  In addition, based on his racing and marine accomplishments, the United States Merchant Marine Academy announced recently that it is awarding John Schubert its Lifetime Achievement award.  John's keen interest in promoting APBA grass roots racing continues. In 2012 he sponsored the "J" hydro class for the Pleasant Prairie Memorial Day event and the Pell Lake, Wisc., two day race. John's reward for this was simple, yet exemplified what is truly important about APBA's youth programs, as the winners of both races gave him simple hugs. With all his trophies and championships that's the kind of award that John cherishes most. He vows to never forget that 14 year old kid from New Jersey who chased a dream and threw a roostertail.

	Steve Warnock
	Steve, Warby as many knew him, had boat racing and APBA tattooed to his forehead. He started racing in APBA in 1971 at Beloit, Wisconsin.  Ever the competitive driver, Steve was APBA National Champion in the 25SSH class in 1985, 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1991. He was also National High Point Champion in 1986, 1987, 1988, 1990, 1991 and 1994. In 1987, he was the National Champion in 15SSH. Steve set competition records in 1981 and 1983 in the BSH class. In 1990, Steve was inducted into the APBA Hall of Champions. Steve was the UIM/APBA World Champion in the 25SSH class in 1986 and 1988.

Steve along with his father, Don, Daddy Warbucks, built and designed the Hawk Hydros he raced. These boats were offered in kit forms to other racers.

Some people stop driving, and then channel their energies towards the APBA Organization. Steve however, was able to drive and contribute to APBA and its membership. Steve was the Vice-President of the Stock Outboard Category from 1990 to 1994. Later, he was a Stock Outboard Commissioner. He continued his national involvement with being an APBA Board of Director and Council Member at Large. He served on the APBA Promotions Committee and APBA Insurance Committee including a term as Chairman of the Insurance Committee. He was also on the APBA By-Law Committee Task Force to help streamline APBA’s by-laws. Steve coordinated the first joint Stock Outboard and Modified Outboard National Championships at Wakefield, MI. in 1992. This has now become a routine joint championship venture for the Stock and Modified Categories.

Steve involved himself in selling Region 7 races at such sites as: Merril, WI.; Beloit,WI.; Burlington, WI.; Oshkosh, WI.; Pleasant Prairie, WI.; Lake Zurich, IL.; and Wakefield, MI. from 1984 to 2011. He loved to work with groups in order to obtain sponsorships and to conduct races. He was Race Chairman at endless local races and the Wakefield National Championships. Steve obtained sponsorship from the Bureau of Tourism for Beloit, WI., the Chocolatefest Committee for Burlington, WI., along with other local sponsorships. He secured a $13,000.00 sponsorship package from Coors area distributors for a six race sponsorship, with $8,000.00 being distributed on a high point system to 25 different drivers.

In his local club, Badger State Outboard Association(BSOA), he held almost all offices including Sargent-of –Arms, Board of Directors, Secretary, Vice Commodore and Commodore. At the Region level, Steve helped coordinate diver and driver capsule training. He was the Stock Outboard Category Chair. He also served as the Region 7 Secretary for over 25 years. Steve was BSOA Commodore and Region 7 Secretary at the time of his untimely death.

Steve is fondly remembered by the APBA racing family. His wife, Darlene, is a scorer at many races, including the Wakefield Nationals. His daughter, Rachel, an AXSH National Champion in 2005 had him beaming with pride. His son, Michael, is right there with the rest of the family supporting and participating at APBA races.  

Steve always had a positive outlook on APBA racing. He not only made races happen, he was just a great guy to be around. Steve wanted all racers to enjoy the races. He was there to help before the races, during the races and he was certainly there for the parties and companionship after the races Steve was an enormous asset to the APBA Organization and the Boat Racing Family.  


2014—
	Penny  Anderson
	“I am honored for sure,” Anderson said.  “(Being inducted into the Honor Squadron), It’s kind of hard to describe.  It almost makes me want to cry.  I feel speechless about it.  I do this because I love it.  I didn’t do it to win any awards or honors but this certainly is gigantic for me.”

Watching the boats fly by while sitting in the pits in the Sammamish Slough race as an 18-year-old teenager, Penny Anderson became hooked on boat racing; 55 years later she has held nearly every office in the APBA and yet has only stepped foot in a race boat once.

Beginning her APBA career as a scorer, Anderson earned the respect of her region and club and held many positions throughout her career, including being the first woman commodore of Seattle Outboard Association.

As commodore Penny managed the affairs of the club, conducted club meetings, managed race events and provided leadership to one of the largest APBA clubs in America.  Penny has hosted many events for the club out of her own home, including Board meetings, club work parties and fund raising events such as car rallies to help grow and promote the SOA and all of boat racing.

“I was commodore of Seattle Outboard Association for four years, once for two years in a row and the club was broke.  I was writing checks for sanctions out of my own checkbook,” Anderson said.  “By the end of my term we were on level footing again and two years late I was elected again and it was fun.”

For 15 years, Penny sat alongside her husband PRO Chairman Howard Anderson, as the PRO Secretary, taking notes of every meeting that took place.

Penny has worked tirelessly at registration and scoring for many, many years not only for the outboard categories, but also for the Unlimited Category and their annual Seafair Regatta on Lake Washington.  To this day, she can still be found on the judge’s stand at local and national events serving as a scorer, timer and helping out in whatever capacity is needed.  

“I have absolutely enjoyed (being a part of boat racing) and I don’t plan on stopping going to boat races,” Anderson said.  “I am almost speechless about the Honor Squadron because I just never thought; like I said I just did this stuff because I liked doing it, not to win awards but it’s really nice to get them.

	Jim Codling -  
	Jim attended his first boat race in 1965 at the Inboard Nationals at Lake Washington.  “The second day I was running the pits,” Codling said with a laugh.  “That’s kind of what started it and I went on from there.”

Over the years Codling has been involved in almost every category in the APBA and has refereed around the world and officiated more than 700 total races.  As an APBA member since the 1960’s, Codling has contributed far more than the norm of what would be expected of a boat owner in both Region 10 and the American Power Boat Association.

Beginning in 1979, Codling became the Region 10 Chairman and would hold the position until 2009.  Participating in mostly Inboard Racing, Codling has been a member of the Inboard Racing Commission for 28 years, he is five-time Pro Stock National Champion as an owner and has three UIM Pro Stock records.

“Over the years I have witnessed his many selfless contributions to both APBA and Region 10, regardless of the category,”  APBA Inboard Racing Commissioner Bob Schellhase said.  “APBA and Region 10 are much stronger today than they were previously due to Jim’s leadership and guidance.”

“(The Honor Squadron) is a great honor for everybody to be recognized for what they have done for the sport,” Codling said.  “It’s nice to be honored for what you have contributed and how it’s survived with all of our efforts.” 



2015—
Bill Boyes – Bill began his racing career as a 15 year-old.  He learned boat building from the DeSilva brothers, building his first boat after returning from the Stock Outboard Nationals in Boston in 1963.  “Bill has built 100 race boats during his career,” Bill’s friend Ron Hill said.  “To this day, APBA continues to benefit from his boat building experience.”

After taking some time off to work and raise his family, Boyes returned to boat racing in 1987 and never looked back, Through-out his career, Boyes had many accomplishments, most of which came while he was the Region 11 Chairman.  For 20 years, Boyes was the head of Region 11, serving his first term in 1995.
“The main thing about Bill is his willingness to help.  I have personally had Bill and Kay come down to Region 12 to help our club hold an event. They did this at their own expense and were always willing to help.  Bill submitted a grant for Region 12 to the Historical Society for radios and his request was granted.  We still use those radios.  As a past co-chair of the Junior Classes Committee, it was great to have someone like Bill on the committee.  You could always depend on him to be involved and on time.  He would ship J propellers at his own cost and in fact was a big asset to the committee,” said Ernie Dawe.
In addition to being the Region 11 Chairman and serving on the Junior Classes Committee, Boyes was the Region 11 Chief Referee for nearly 15 years.  Though all of his accomplishments, Bill’s proudest moments cane while he was racing with his son Matt.  With Matt, he and Bill created the Region 11 website and the online entry program, which is still used today.  And being a family sport, Bill’s wife Kay is a longtime Scorer in Region 11 and Nationally.  Together, the two have worked two Stock Outboard and Modified Outboard Summer Nationals in Salt Springs CA and Oroville CA.  On May 28th 2015 Bill had been invited to referee at Boatnik in Grants Pass OR.  It was his reputation as a referee that prompted the Boatnik organization to name him their chief referee for their Jet Boat races.  It was at the race where he passed away unexpectedly.  Needless to say Bill was doing what he loved to do when he was grievously stricken.

“I was elated (when I found out he was getting into the Honor Squadron back in October).  It was wonderful,” Kay said.  “This is something that he had wanted and I think they had put him in for it in years past and I was just so happy that he finally made it.”

Don Kelson – For more than 60 years, Region 10 staple, Don Kelson has been racing and building for the APBA.

Joining the Seattle Inboard Racing Association in 1972 Kelson quickly moved into the commodore position by 1978 and served until 1982.  Serving as a member on the Inboard Racing Commission, worked on the 1 Litre Hydroplane Tech Committee – 1978 – 1982 (serving as Chairman from 1979 – 1982), worked as an Inboard Inspector at the Inboard National Championships in1983 and 1984, served as an Inboard Inspector at countless Region 10 events and worked as a Referee at many Region 10 races.

More than just an inspector and referee, Kelson was a championship driver winning more than 20 National Championships and High Point titles, 25 closed course and straightaway speed records and countless regional awards.

In addition to his racing success, Kelson has shared in the success of drivers all over the country by building countless championship rigs.  “Don has repaired rebuilt or refined close to 200 race boats,” Don’s son Jerry said.  “Don has designed and built every class of Inboard Hydroplane from the “Y” boats up to and including Unlimited Hydro’s.  He has always strived to make race boats safer, not just his race boats but all race boats.  His shop is always available to visiting race teams to repair damaged hulls and Don is right there if needed.”
Throughout his decades of involvement, Don has always worked hard to promote ad improve the APBA and boat racing, whether it’s J-hydro’s or the mighty Unlimited Hydroplanes.  Don has always given freely of his time and advice to all that have asked.

“Don Kelson is the epitome of what the APBA and boat racing is about helping others, exhibiting fairness and good sportsmanship.  It is said that the APBA is ”family” again, Don has exhibited this,” Jerry said.  “Go to any Region 10 event and you will find the entire Kelson clan there working to help other racers or simply working to run the event.”

With his craftsmanship Don has proved over the years that he can build successful boats and help so many live out their dreams of racing hydroplanes.  “Don is one person who opens his doors to not only boat building and repairs, but has also graciously had many club parties, weddings and meetings at his shop in the support of our sport.” Tacoma Inboard Commodore Ana Cappelletti said “Don has not only been a racer, but has watched his two sons (Ed and Jerry) race over the years and now including the 3rd generation of his grandchildren who have started as well (Shaun and Christina).  Don has proven time and time again what true love of our sport truly is and the dedication that he has given is like no other.”
2016—

Jeff Williams Jeff began racing with APBA in 1981. Since then he has compiled an impressive record of service to APBA at the club, regional, and national levels. His vast service to APBA makes him well qualified for induction into the Honor Squadron.

His service to APBA is particularly impressive given the health challenges he has faced over the past few years. A cancer survivor, Jeff is currently taking part in a clinical trial for a new cancer treatment.

Jeff has been extremely active in race promotion in the Midwest and Southeast. He helped lead the organizing team for the Three Rivers Outboard Racing Association (TRORA) that secured Hinton, West Virginia as the race site for three national championships in Stock Outboard, Modified Outboard, and the Junior Classes. Jeff had the responsibility of Race Chair at each of these races and shouldered the majority of the pre-race work.

Working with another TRORA member, Jeff also secured Franklin, Pennsylvania as the race site for the 2005 Modified Outboard National Championships. He put in long hours as the Chief Inspector for this event. Jeff also completed the pre-race tasks for the Modified Outboard Nationals held in Alexandria, Kentucky, then again worked long and hard as the Chief Inspector during the race. Most recently, Jeff was the Chief Inspector for the 2016 Modified Outboard National Championships.

In addition to the national championship sites, Jeff also secured sites for weekend races at Franklin, Kittanning and Crooked Creek, Pennsylvania. After over a decade, TRORA still holds races at the Franklin site. Kittanning featured races for 12 years, and Crooked Creek had a five-year run. Perhaps most impressive, Jeff secured APBA’s return to Kittanning this August after a 20-year absence. Jeff worked diligently over a number of years to secure APBA’s return to this great venue.

Major structural improvements in APBA’s organization

Jeff has made major contributions to the integrity and safety of APBA racing over the past 15 years as Modified Outboard Chief Inspector and Modified Tech Chairman.
In the late 1990s Jeff completely revised the category’s inspection manual. He created a clearer document that inspectors found easier to use. Jeff’s revision improved inspectors’ ability to enforce rules because of this increased clarity. Jeff has faithfully kept the Modified Outboard Inspection Manual up to date since 1997.
As an inspector at 3 to 6 races every season since 1989, Jeff has continually streamlined inspection procedures at Stock Outboard, Modified Outboard, and Junior Classes races. The more efficiently inspectors can work, the better they can uphold inspection standards.
When Mercury manufactured an engine suitable for APBA’s Junior Classes without issuing factory specifications, that lack posed a challenge to the integrity of inspection. Inspectors had no standards against which to inspect engines. Jeff was among the group that tackled the challenge by painstakingly devising specifications for the APBA/Mercury engine. That motor has become the engine of choice in APBA’s Junior Classes.
Jeff was instrumental in introducing a number of requirements that significantly enhance the safety of drivers. Rounded sponson tips for hydroplanes reduce the severity of injury in case of collision. Requiring impact material in life jackets protects drivers’ torsos.  Jeff’s innovations in fuel testing address both the safety and integrity of racing. Along with Junior Classes, Modified Outboard, and Stock Outboard representatives, Jeff developed fuel testing standards and procedures in response to new and hazardous fuel additives that increasingly found in fuel used by APBA’s outboard categories. In particular, Jeff led the charge to develop testing procedures for Dioxane, a highly carcinogenic substance. Other new testing procedures identified illegal fuel additives that offer performance advantages.
Major contributions to APBA

Jeff has a long history of service to Three Rivers Outboard Racing Association (TRORA), Modified Outboard, and APBA. His service began with his election to the TRORA Board of Directors , which he has served continuously since 1984. He began inspecting at TRORA races in 1989. Jeff also served as TRORA’s Commodore for 10 years.
Jeff has been a member of the Modified Outboard Racing Commission (MORC) since 1997 and served as its Chair from 2004 to 2008. As discussed above, he has made major contributions as the Modified Outboard Technical Committee Chair and the Modified Outboard Chief Inspector, holding both posts since 2000. He has served as a Chief Inspector at 10 national championship events.
During his term as the Modified Outboard Category Chair, Jeff saw the need for components that would facilitate the entry of new drivers into Modified Outboard. No individual or company manufactured such components. Jeff recruited APBA members to develop plans for the components, and then coordinated the components’ engineering. The result was the development of a “pipe kit” that converts Yamato model 80, 102, and 302 engines for use in the 350MH, 350MR, 500MR, and 500MH classes. These kits are now manufactured by Cliff Johnson and marketed by APBA.
Jeff has continued to play leadership roles in APBA at large. He was elected by his fellow category chairs as their representative to the APBA Board of Directors during his term as the Modified Outboard Category Chair. In 2013, Jeff was appointed to APBA’s Junior Classes Committee and currently serves as its Vice Chair.
Exceptional long-term racing accomplishments

Jeff currently competes in 350MR and 500MR. He has earned multiple National and Regional High Point Championships in both classes. Jeff won his first APBA High Point Championship in 2006, and his most recent in 2013. During the 2016 racing season, Jeff placed third at the APBA national championships in 500MR.
Summary

Jeff Williams is deserving of induction into the APBA Honor Squadron due to his long record of service to Three Rivers Outboard Racing Association (TRORA), APBA’s Region 6, and APBA. This exemplary service has already been recognized with several awards. Jeff won the Region 3 Harper Chance Service Award in 1997, was inducted into the Region 6 Stock Outboard Hall of Fame in 2002, earned the Region 6 Don Allen Service Award in 2005, and won the TRORA Lifetime Dedication Award in 2007. Jeff was given APBA’s Don Allen Service Award at the APBA 2016 Annual Meeting.

—Mark Wheeler
Terry Troxell - Terry of Gig Harbor, Washington (August 6, 1947 - June 13, 2009) loved our sport more than 40 years. He was an APBA official, race director, risk manager, race promoter, local, regional and national officer; boat designer and builder; and champion racer. Anyone who knew Terry, worked with him or raced against him never doubted his love for his family or APBA. They were just a part of everything he was and did—he lived total dedication to the sport of power boat racing on all levels.

For over 40 years, Terry worked tirelessly to make his club, region and category stronger, safer and more popular with fans.

Terry was devoted to his wife Sue (Weber) Troxell, children Travis and Tiffany, stepchildren Jeff (Christabelle) and Jayme Bernard, son-in-law Kip Brown, Sandy, Mike, Mark and Steve Weber and, of course, grandchildren Haley, Taylor, Katie and Blakely! Kids flocked to him; fans adored him; and fellow racers respected him. He always had time for kids and had a special place in his heart for those less fortunate.

Dedication and service to APBA

Inboard Racing Commission: In 2005 Terry Troxell received the Bruce Broussard Award for a lifetime of dedication to APBA Inboard racing. He served on the Inboard Racing Commission (1990-2004) and Inboard Board of Governors (1996-2002).

Terry worked diligently on the Inboard Safety Council for national racing rules, safety rules and guidelines. As Chairman of the Hull and Equipment Committee, he developed capsule builder procedures/requirements, and maintained records. Terry’s hard work corrected potential flaws in designs and layup schedules, standardized many manufacturer practices, and ultimately made the sport safer for participants. This assignment was supposed to last a few months but it ended up being a 5+ year project.  The Inboard capsule registration system Terry developed is still in use today. In fact, all of the manufacturers in the USA and Canada use this system to monitor the build procedures and registration of every capsule used in North America.

Region 10: Terry was Region 10 Inboard Activity Chairman (multiple years); and Unlimited Activity Chairman (2000-2003). He founded and ran the Pateros, WA event for 17 years; chaired the effort to bring back the Moses Lake race in 1998; and worked with Pierce County Parks and Rec to make Spanaway Lake a 2-day event, leading to multiple national events for the site. He also coordinated promotional events (boat shows and other displays).

He served on the Region 10 Safety Committee. On the Tacoma Rescue Team Association, Terry developed guidelines to form the Tacoma Water Rescue team. Terry worked with Georgia Tech to measure wind tunnel effects on different hydro designs from 2001-2003.  A founding member of Tacoma Inboard Racing Association, he served on the club’s Board of Directors; and was a Commodore, Vice-Commodore, and an active member for 41 years.

As popular and well-known as Terry was, he was most comfortable behind the scenes—guiding, teaching and steering people in the right direction—whether running races, promoting our sport or dealing with politics at all levels of our organization. This is one area where Terry is missed the most. In the Seattle/Tacoma/Olympia, WA area, which at one time supported five different Inboard clubs, the immense challenge was to keep the

competition and politics among these clubs from hurting the overall goals. Terry was so effective and so well respected. He addressed the problems, found solutions and kept everyone focused on the big picture. He never cared about getting the credit as long as things were done in the best interest of APBA. That guidance is sorely missed today.

Perhaps Terry’s least-known contribution was as a mentor to new racers in Region 10 and around the country. Whether they raced in his class or not, Terry loved teaching the finer points of driving, boat setup and strategy to new racers, because he wanted to see their talents develop. And he wanted to see the sport grow, because the racer in him always wanted to beat you when you were at your very best!

In fact, it was a special thrill if new drivers used the newfound knowledge to turn around and beat him. That is just the kind of person Terry was!

However, describing Terry’s place in the sport would not be complete without also his lengthy list of accomplishments on the water as a driver in the Inboard and Unlimited categories.

Inboard Racing Accomplishments:

Terry was a 2-time National Champion and Eastern Divisional Champion, and 3-time Western Divisional Champion in the National Modified class.

He won the Region 10 George Babcock award 1997-2000.

At one time he held all 4 competition/kilo record in the National Modified class. His 1 2/3 mile record in “Stinger” still stands.

Terry was inducted into the Hall of Champions in 1997-1998 and was APBA’s last Presidents Cup winner in 1999.

Prior to his death he was the driver and hull specialist for Mack Elliot’s National Modified “Mack’s Out” team; as well as the backup driver for Bob Baker’s UL8/GP18 team and the Weber’s “My Way” 5 Litre team.

Unlimited Racing Accomplishments:

Terry was the 2000 Columbia Cup winner in Miss Znetix in Tri-Cities, Washington. In 2004, he was the Governor’s Cup Regatta winner in St. Clair, Michigan.

Perhaps his biggest thrill was becoming APBA Gold Cup Champion in Detroit, Michigan in 2005. He was on top of the world after winning the Gold Cup, and then a stroke sidelined him only a few months later. Rather than get down, he began to develop and build new molds to get his own hull design on the water. In no time he was racing again...and, of course, winning!

Terry Troxell lived and breathed boat racing for more than 40 years. He was a racer and a champion in every sense of the word. But beyond that, Terry was an incredible person, family man and friend.

There could be nobody more fitting than Terry Troxell for the highest honor APBA can bestow.

—Alexis Weber
