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xx
Affected Class(es): GNH, NM
Specific Rule Information:  [Note: All fields  must be completed for consideration.]
Author”s VERY BRIEF Summary of Proposed Action:
Reinstating the use of ‘small block’ engines to the GNH class.
Affected Rule: Rule 47 Grand National Hydroplane class; Rule 39.1 class hull specifications.
Proposed rule:  a. Rule 47.1 Delete the phrasing “ , big block (defined as…..4.600”) “
b. 47.3 Delete all current wording (two way radio), replace with  “ Each GNH driver competing shall comply with APBA General Safety Rule re: audio communication between shore and driver.”
c.Add 47.6.4 Engine Option 4; under this new rule copy the rules 46.4 and 46.5 in their entirety (these are the 308 cid and 368 cid engine options in NM). Also add the stipulations that  1.weight and hull minimums are the same as current for NM with those engines; and 2. Driver minimum age is the same as current for GNH, which is 18 (NM is 16). Rule 39.1 will require some adjustment to the chart.

d. modify 47.6.3.9: delete phrasing 2500 pounds excluding driver, replace with 2600 pounds including driver.

e. add wording to 47.6.1, 47.6.2, and 47.6.3: cylinder block bore spacing minimum 4.600 in.
 Reason for change:  Add to participants in the GNH class, adding to available engine combinations in existence in racing hulls, allowing more participants to garner a share of the rewards available within inboard class racing; races in the GNH class will be more competitive with additional participants, improving the ‘show’ for spectator and race committee alike; the prospect is to bring back elimination qualifying heat races plus the use of consolation races (sometimes referred to in some forms of motorsports as last chance qualifier, B-mains, or semi-feature) to make sure participants have plenty of chances to use their equipment at a race in a true competitive spirit. The error made some years ago banning the use of these smaller sized engines from the GNH class has caused nothing but grief and division between racers; it is time to correct that error, as we need to keep everyone racing that we have, and to provide an atmosphere where we can possibly attract new interest and improve our numbers.
The weight change for the 511 cid engine option has two benefits: one is weighing procedures when undertaken shall be the same as all the other classes (hull is weighed with driver and driver’s equipment) – less confusion chances for inspectors. 
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