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Author”s VERY BRIEF Summary of Proposed Action:
Optional Starting Procedure- Promotors Option
Affected Rule: Rule 16 Clock Starts
 
Proposed rule:
Add the following to Rule 16 Clock Starts:
 
 16.16  Alternate Format –Promoter’s Option - Assigned Lanes 
 Race committees may use the following format at all non championship events. The Assigned Lane format must be stated on the sanction. 

16.16.1 A maximum of 2 heats will be scored for national points per class per day.     

16.16.1.1 RACING FORMAT

16.16.1.2 Lanes will be drawn for the first round of qualification heats of the event. A double blind draw is recommended, but not mandatory.

16.16.1.3 .Second round qualification heats will reverse the order of lane assignments from round 1.

16.16.1.4 Third round qualification heats will be based on the total number of points earned in heats 1 & 2 with the boat with highest number of points receiving the inside lane, ties in points will be broken by the fastest average time from round 1 & 2 qualification heats. In the event that no time is taken, a coin toss will determine the lanes.


16.16.1.5  Owners and/or drivers may request an outside lane.

16.16.1.6 The referee may require a boat with a qualified driver to run on the outside and remain there through the exit of the first turn.

16.16.1.7 A qualification is considered official if all the groups of the same qualification have run. (ex. Qualification 1A, 1B, and 1C)

16.16.1.8 The number of boats per qualification group is determined by the Race Director and Referee.
 
16.16.1.9 Positions for the final shall be determined by the total accumulation of points from the qualifications, the boat with highest number of points receiving the inside lane. If there is a tie in total points, the points from the last qualification will determine the winner.

16.16.1.10 All boats must be in their assigned lane before leaving the back straight after the one minute signal has been given. Any boat not in their assigned lane will be issued a one minute penalty.



16.16.1.11 After the start of the race boats must maintain their lanes parallel to the interior of the race course to the exit of turn 1. 

16.16.1.12- In the event that there are more than 12 boats a consolation heat may be run at the discretion of the race committee and referee. The lanes will be determined by total points. The winner of the consolation heat will be assigned to the outermost available lane. There shall be no national points given for a consolation heat.
 
 
 Reason for change: 
 
 1) To provide race teams and race promoters a safer, competitive, flying starts that will effectively eliminate parking, and prevent the accidents, chopping, etc., that have been occurring while fighting for lanes.
 
2) To allow race promoters to choose a format that they believe will produce a better, more competitive event for their sponsors and spectators. 
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